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SDL academic discourse 4 
On 17 May 2021 the Mahikeng SDL team hosted the fourth academic discourse of the Research Unit 
Self-Directed Learning. Presentations were made by Dr Louise Olivier, Prof Mncedisi Maphalala, 
Prof Jako Olivier and Mr Judicial Sebatana.

Dr Louise Olivier’s presentation dealt with her two upcoming projects, namely:     
(1) Exploring and navigating Metaliteracy and Self-Directed Learning in Teacher Training in the  
Digital Age. This research aims to explore how self-directed and metaliterate education lecturers and 
students are, as well as to identify affordances and hindrances of such practices in the digital  
educational landscape.              
(2) Mahala Mahikeng (SDL service-learning project). The main aim of this project is for students to 
become producers of knowledge in the African context. Collaborators are welcome for both projects.

Prof Mncedisi Maphalala is drafting a project proposal titled: Development of Self-Directed Learning 
Skills in student-teachers through Blended-Learning environment. The study will explore the 
perspectives of self-directed learning of fourth-year BEd students, facilitated through a 
blended-learning environment in two South African universities. Given the current conditions with 
Covid-19, self-directed and blended learning have become necessary to enhance competency in the 
new generation of students. He is inviting colleagues who may be interested in exploring blended 
learning as an approach to foster SDL to collaborate with him.

Prof Jako Olivier and Mr Judicial Sebatana offered a presentation on the activities of the UNESCO 
Chair on Multimodal Learning and Open Educational Resources (OER), which is now based on the 
Mahikeng Campus. Prof Olivier briefly mentioned his ongoing projects exploring situated and culturally 
appropriate self-directed multimodal learning and the mapping of multimodal self-directed learning 
and OER at higher-education institutions in Southern Africa. Mr Sebatana discussed the NWU OER 
fellows programme, which is hosted by the UNESCO Chair and is funded from the NWU’s strategic 
funding. 
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SGL- akademiese diskoers 4
Op 17 Mei 2021 het die Mahikeng-SGL-span die vierde akademiese diskoers van die Navorsingseenheid 
vir Selfgerigte Leer aangebied. Aanbiedings is deur dr Louise Olivier, prof Mncedisi Maphalala, prof 
Jako Olivier en mnr Judicial Sebatana gedoen.

Dr Louise Olivier het van haar twee komende projekte vertel: Die eerste projek, Exploring and  
navigating Metaliteracy and Self-Directed Learning in Teacher Training in the Digital Age, behels ’n 
ondersoek na hoe selfgerig en metageletterd onderwysdosente en  studente is, sowel as die   
identifisering van voor- en nadele van sulke praktyke in die digitale onderwyslandskap. Die tweede 
projek, Mahala Mahikeng (SGL-diensleerprojek), behels studente wat skeppers van kennis in die  
Afrikakonteks moet word. Kollegas word uitgenooi om aan beide projekte saam te werk.

Prof Mncedisi Maphalala is tans besig met die opstel van ’n projekvoorstel getitel Development of 
Self-Directed Learning Skills in student-teachers through Blended-Learning environment.   
Hierdie navorsing gaan BEd-vierdejaarstudente se persepsies rondom selfgerigte leer, wat deur ’n  
vervlegteleeromgewing gefasiliteer word, by twee Suid-Afrikaanse universiteite ondersoek.   
Gegewe die huidige omstandighede met Covid-19 het selfgerigte en vervlegte leer noodsaaklik geword 
om die bevoegdhede van studente aan te vul. Hy nooi ook kollegas wat belangstel om vervlegte leer te 
ondersoek as ’n benadering om selfgerigte leer te bevorder om saam met hom te werk.

Prof Jako Olivier en mnr Judicial Sebatana het ’n aanbieding gedoen oor die aktiwiteite van die  
UNESCO-leerstoel oor Multimodale Leer en Oop Opvoedkundige Hulpbronne (OOH), wat ook nou op die 
Mahikengkampus gesetel is. Prof Olivier het vertel van sy projekte wat navorsing oor gesitueerde en 
kultureel-toepaslike selfgerigte multimodale leer asook die kartering van selfgerigte multimodale leer 
en OOH’s by hoëronderwysinstellings in Suider-Afrika insluit. Verder het mnr Sebatana ’n oorsig gegee 
van nuwe die NWU-OOH-beurshouersprogram, wat ’n inisiatief is van die UNESCO-leerstoel en uit die 
NWU se strategiese fonds befonds word.
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The Advanced Diploma in Education  
(School Leadership and Management)

Die Gevorderde Diploma in Onderwys (Skoolleierskap en -bestuur) 

The North-West University was selected by the SIOC Community Development Trust as the preferred 
provider for presenting the Advanced Diploma in Education (School Leadership and Management)  
(AdvDip (SLM)) to school leaders in the Northern Cape. The AdvDip (SLM) is a national school-leadership 
development programme and is planned as a professional and entry-level qualification for principals, 
as envisaged in the South African Standard for Principalship (SASP).
               
The programme is a new approach that has not yet been presented by the NWU’s Faculty of Education. 
This blended-learning approach programme will run for two years (2021 and 2022).
The professional qualification is aimed at empowering school leaders to effectively transform their 
schools effectively and strategically by incorporating technology and research. 
The programme started at the beginning of 2021 and all 80 students were registered at the NWU and 
started with the Advanced Diploma: School Leadership and Management, where the NWU decided to 
take education to the students. The first induction session took place from 28 April to 30 April 2021 in 
Kathu, where students were provided with laptops, monthly data and an introduction session with the 
lecturers to get them started. A research project will be conducted simultaneously to determine the 
role of the programme and delivery mode in the staff development and improvement in schools. 

Die Noordwes-Universiteit is deur die SIOC Community Development Trust gekies as die   
voorkeurverskaffer vir die aanbieding van die Gevorderde Diploma in Onderwys (Skoolleierskap en 
-bestuur) (GDO (SLB)) aan skoolleiers in die Noord-Kaap. Die GDO (SLB) is ’n nasionale program vir 
leierskapsontwikkeling vir skoolleiers en word beplan as ‘n professionele en intreevlak-kwalifikasie vir 
skoolhoofde, soos in die Suid-Afrikaanse standaard vir skoolhoofde (SASP) beoog word.
Die program is ’n nuwe benadering wat nog nie deur die NWU se Fakulteit Opvoedkunde aangebied   
is nie. Hierdie program vir vervlegte leer sal twee jaar duur (2021 en 2022).
Die professionele kwalifikasie is daarop gemik om skoolleiers te bemagtig om hulle skole effektief en 
strategies te transformeer deur tegnologie en navorsing in te werk.
Die program het in 2021 begin en al 80 studente het by die NWU geregistreer en begin met die  
gevorderde diploma , waarmee die NWU besluit het om onderwys na die studente toe te neem.   
Die eerste inleidende sessie het vanaf 28 April tot 30 April 2021 in Kathu plaasgevind, waar studente 
skootrekenaars, maandelikse data en ’n inleidende sessie met die dosente ontvang het om aan die 
gang te kom. ’n Navorsingsprojek sal terselfdertyd gedoen word om die rol van die program en  
afleweringsmodus in die ontwikkeling en verbetering van personeel in skole te bepaal.
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SDL hosted prestige lecture for Prof Per Bergamin
The Research Unit Self-Directed Learning hosted a virtual prestige lecture on 23 April 2021,   
presented by their extra-ordinary professor Per Bergamin from the Swiss Distance University of  
Applied Sciences (FFHS). Prof Bergamin’s lecture, entitled “Learning analytics, personalisation,  
artificial intelligence insights from research-based design activities”, attended to the shift in focus 
from teaching to learning, the role of data and data mining to foster deep learning, and how  
machine learning (computers) can be used to support optimal learning with adaptive systems and 
learning analytics. If used effectively it can lower dropout rates, prevent procrastination of   
activities, and afford positive emotions towards learning. Most importantly, all these systems and 
activities can foster self-directed learning skills, which are crucial for the 21st century and the 4th 
Industrial Revolution. 
Prof Per Bergamin is head of the Institute for Research in Open, Distance and eLearning at FFHS and 
holder of the UNESCO Chair on personalised and adaptive distance education since 2016.

In attendance were Prof Robert Balfour (DVC Teaching and Learning of the North-West University), 
the executive dean, Prof Lloyd Conley, deputy deans and directors of the Faculty of Education, 
researchers from the Research Unit SDL, other research entities in the faculty, CTL members and 
international guests from FFHS.
This prestige lecture forms part of the activities of the research unit’s subarea Blended Learning to 
enhance SDL, under the leadership of Prof Christo van der Westhuizen.  
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SGL se prestigelesing vir Prof Bergamin

Op 23 April 2021 het die Navorsingseenheid Selfgerigte Leer ’n virtuele prestigelesing gehou wat deur 
buitengewone professor Per Bergamin van die Swiss Distance University of Applied Sciences (FFHS) 
aangebied is. Prof Bergamin se lesing, “Learning analytics, personalisation, artificial intelligence  
insights from research-based design activities”, het gehandel oor die fokusverskuiwing van onderrig 
na leer, die rol van data en data-ontginning in diepleer, asook die wyses waarop masjienleer   
(rekenaars) benut kan word ten einde optimale leer met aanpasbare stelsels en leeranalise te  
ondersteun. Hy het voorgehou dat indien hierdie elemente doeltreffend benut word, dit uitvalsyfers 
kan verlaag, die geneigdheid om aktiwiteite uit te stel, kan verhoed, en ’n positiewe gevoel teenoor 
leer kan bewerkstellig. Die belangrikste is dat hierdie sisteme en aktiwiteite selfgerigte   
leervaardighede (wat binne die konteks van 21ste eeu en die 4de Industriële Revolusie belangrik is) 
kan bevorder. 
Prof Per Bergamin is sedert 2016 hoof van die Instituut vir Navorsing in Oop-, Afstand- en E-leer by 
FFHS en houer van die UNESCO-leerstoel oor verpersoonlikte en adaptiewe afstandsonderrig.
Prof Robert Balfour (adjunk-visekanselier van Onderrig en Leer by die Noordwes-Universiteit),  
die uitvoerende dekaan van die Fakulteit Opvoedkunde, Prof Lloyd Conley, adjunkdekane en   
direkteure van die fakulteit, navorsers van die navorsingseenheid SGL, asook ander    
navorsingsentiteite in die fakulteit, SOL-lede en internasionale gaste van FFHS het die   
lesing bygewoon.
Die prestigelesing vorm deel van die aktiwiteite van die navorsingseenheid se subarea, Vervlegte Leer 
om SGL te bevorder, onder leiding van Prof Christo van der Westhuizen.  
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GUIDELINES

• FRIDAY FEEL-GOOD NEWS •

Snippets should be sent as an attachment in a Word document.

Snippets should be approximately 50–200 words (per language). 

Snippets must be in both English and Afrikaans – we all use different

abbreviations and names, so the correct terminology must be provided in

both languages.

Please include a title for your snippet.

Related photo/s must be provided along with each snippet: 

Submit snippets before 12:00 every Wednesday.        

Email snippets to Aloreece.Johnson@nwu.ac.za. 

    o  Sent as an attachment 

    o  In .png or .jpeg format 

    o  Minimum one photo and a maximum of eight photos

For more information, contact Aloreece Johnson on X285 2722.

Brokkies moet as ’n aanhangsel in ’n Word-dokument gestuur word.

Brokkies moet ongeveer 50–200 woorde (per taal) bevat.

Brokkies moet in beide Engels en Afrikaans wees – ons gebruik almal

verskillende afkortings en benamings, dus moet die korrekte terminologie

in albei tale verskaf word.

Sluit ’n titel vir u brokkie in.

Gepaste foto’s moet saam met elke brokkie voorsien word:

 Dien brokkies elke Woensdag voor 12:00 in.       

E-pos brokkies aan Aloreece.Johnson@nwu.ac.za. 

    o  Gestuur as ’n aanhangsel

    o  In png- of jpeg-formaat 

    o  Minimum van een foto en ’n maksimum van agt foto’s

Vir meer inligting, kontak Aloreece Johnson by X285 2722.

RIGLYNE


