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Welcome

As the year gains momentum, our faculty is already alive with energy, purpose and renewed
focus. In this edition, we celebrate recent achievements while also reflecting on key moments
from late last year that continue to shape our direction and success.

Our faculty community continues to thrive through the innovation, commitment and excellence
of both staff and students. Let us continue to acknowledge and celebrate these contributions as
we embrace the opportunities that lie ahead.
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At her inaugural lecture on 18 November
2025, Prof Julialet Rens shared a deeply
personal and reflective account of the values
and transitions that have shaped her more
than 30-year journey at the university.

Rooted in gratitude and guided by a sense
of meaningful purpose, her lecture explored
how life’s experiences influence both
personal growth and professional pathways.

READ MORE
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https://nwuac-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aloreece_johnson_nwu_ac_za/IQATHDg6Xz-KQo9rQMxx6QJOAWloCp3e5gMOdD-KfHYMwEY?e=b8rKSC
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A Lasting Impact

Beyond the Classroom

In recent days, a heartfelt Facebook post reflecting
on the impact of a dedicated teacher has captured
the attention of many online. The post, shared by a
former learner, highlights the profound influence that
educators can have on the lives of their students long
after they leave the classroom.

‘ The teacher referred to in the post is none other than
v Ms Shadikgolo Mokoena, a lecturer in the School of
Language, Research and Innovation.

Ms Mokoena has been part of the faculty for five years
MRS SHADIKGOLO and currently lectures Sesotho in the Senior Phase
MOKOENA and Further Education and Training (FET) programmes.
She teaches the SOFV modules and also serves as

the Deputy Subject Head for Sesotho at the
Vanderbijlpark Campus.

Her passion for education is rooted in a
deep commitment to both teaching and
community engagement. Through her work,
she aims to promote the development of
African languages and literacy while bridging __
academic knowledge with community needs, 4
particularly in contexts where language and
education intersect. Alongside her teaching
responsibilities, she continues to strengthen :
her research capacity and explore innovative isiibgbin gl

approaCheS to SChOlarShip and Couaborative Me Vs the teacher that hunted me two years after | matriculated a utlwa hore am working at an
knowledge prOdUCtion .in h.lgher education. internet cafe in Pretoria, as soon as | arrived at my previous school she looked straight in my

eyes with a smile are “Babe girl you belong in a classroom eseng moo ebile ha re tsamaye” she
left the school and took me to the University to make sure that | apply , paid for my application
fees and made sure | apply for the bursary. In a month of my lectures 1 send her a message ke
Reﬂect'i ng on the V'i ral Facebook post’ MS leboha and promise to pay her oneday she said “Please pay me by building your parents and
siblings a house, Make sure you make it happen” . Today am a teacher because of this woman

Mo koena Sha red that She fi rst learned abOUt my destiny helper, today | have built the house because that's what she wished for me. Please
help me to show gratitude to the woman who gave me a dream | never dreamed of, life | never

1t through her Children. thought of . Ma'am Mokoena my love ke o rata ka love. Ntse ke o kolota shame @@ e §

“Earlier, my son sent me the post, and shortly afterwards my daughter sent it as well.

At first, | was hesitant to open it. | have always been cautious about social media because of
the responsibility that comes with my profession. However, after some time | decided to read
it and | was deeply surprised by what | saw.”

Throughout the day, messages continued to arrive from people who had seen the post.
Each message added to her sense of gratitude and reflection.

View FB Post


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2266063453802104&set=pcb.2266072633801186
https://nwuac-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aloreece_johnson_nwu_ac_za/IQAk52y_60FJQ5PG0_PM040eAbSwghlBRuXVhEGwhmE4yyg?e=q8FvcG
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The Annual Research Recognition Function

The Annual Research Recognition Function,
held on 4 December 2025 at The Roots
Lifestyle Centre, was a vibrant celebration
of research excellence within the faculty.
The evening recognised researchers across a
range of award categories, honouring their
outstanding scholarly contributions and
dedication to advancing knowledge.

The faculty was privileged to welcome
Prof Jeffrey Maphahlele, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor for Research and Postgraduate
Studies, as a guest of honour.

A special highlight of the evening was the
presentation of an award to Prof Lloyd Conley,
Executive Dean of the Faculty, in recognition
of his leadership and his role in fostering an
enabling research environment within FEDU.

The event concluded on a high note with an
energetic performance by the Echoes Brass
Band, featuring talented NWU students,
which left guests inspired and uplifted.

We extend our sincere thanks to all colleagues
who attended and contributed to making the
evening a memorable celebration of research
achievement.
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Technology Education Staff Support Vyfhoek Primary
School Through Community Engagement

On 1 December, several colleagues from the Technology Education subject group dedicated
their time and technical expertise to support Vyfhoek Primary School. During the visit, the team
addressed a number of maintenance and repair needs in and around the school buildings and
classrooms. These issues had been affecting both the learning environment for learners and the
efficiency of staff in their daily work.

The initiative was guided by a simple but meaningful approach: start with what you have,

where you are, and use the skills, tools, and resources available to make a difference. Drawing
on their electrical, civil and mechanical expertise, the team worked across various areas of the
school to improve the overall learning environment.
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Dr Coenraad Jurgens and Dr Albert Kemp Mr Kobus Jordaan and Mr Kamohelo Mokhako
repairing the main entrance to the school preparing a snags list of repairs needed

Dr Abbie Mulaudzi repairing the light
fixtures in one of the classrooms

A follow-up visit is planned to continue these
efforts in support of this small, no-fee school.
In addition, opportunities for service-learning
initiatives involving students were

identified and will be explored in

the coming academic year.

The Technology Education staff members who
participated in the initiative were Mr Arno

% ‘ Combrinck, Prof Adri du Toit, Mr Kobus Jordaan,
hgrf‘cf;‘:nfa‘;’gl;mgem Dr Coenraad Jurgens, Dr Albert Kemp,

fixing a faulty electrical connection Mr Kamohelo MOkhakO, Dr Abbie MUlaUdZi,

Dr Joop Oosthuizen, and Mr Louis Oosthuizen.

Mrs Motara, the principal of Vyfhoek Primary School, personally met with and thanked each of
the staff members for their contributions. She noted that the repairs will have a positive and
meaningful impact on the school’s day-to-day operations.
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8th International Self-Directed Learning Conference
Explores the Future of SDL

The 8th International Self-Directed Learning
(SDL) Conference was held at Pecan Manor in
Hartbeespoort from 5-7 November, under the
theme “Reflecting on self-directed learning
research and its future relevance.”

The event brought together delegates from
NWU, other South African higher education
institutions and international participants
from Finland, the United States and lItaly.

The conference featured thought-provoking
keynote addresses by Prof Maria Ranieri
(University of Florence, Italy), Prof Robert
Balfour (University of the Western Cape)
and Prof Aubrey Golightly (NWU).

Their presentations sparked engaging
discussions on the significance of
self-directed learning in an evolving
global educational landscape.

A highlight of the conference was the
presentation of the Self-Directed Learning
Excellence Awards. Dr Lucy Guglielmino
(Florida, USA) received the award via video
conference, while Dr Karl Wirth was honoured
in person for their lifelong contributions to
advancing self-directed learning in practice,
theory and research.

The conference concluded on a high note
with a workshop led by Dr Karl Wirth,
who introduced participants to the
development of an Al chatbot designed to
enhance metacognition, reflection and
self-directed learning.

Dr Dolly Dlavane Receives
Prestigious Baobab of Literacy Award

Dr Dolly Dlavane,

| Director of the Centre
il for African Language
Teaching (CALT),
has been honoured with
the Baobab of Literacy
Award, the highest
Y accolade at the
Legacy of Language
Awards 2025.

This distinguished
recognition celebrates
her exceptional
contributions to literacy development,
multilingual pedagogy, and the advancement

of African languages. Through her leadership
and mentorship, Dr Dlavane continues to
inspire scholars, educators and language
practitioners across the field.

Her impact extends far beyond academia.
Through her vision and dedication, she has
helped foster initiatives that promote literacy,
preserve linguistic heritage, and strengthen
excellence in African language education.

The Faculty is proud to celebrate this
achievement and privileged to have Dr Dlavane
as part of CALT and the Setswana and African
Languages subject group.
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Growing Pedagogical Expertise Through Collaboration
in the Northern Cape

At the end of October, Prof Adri du Toit,
Prof Magda Kloppers, Dr Joop Oosthuizen,
Dr Effiness Kamanga, Mrs Christelle Kruger and Mrs Ronel Henning (Northern Cape Department
of Education) embarked on a productive visit to the Northern Cape as part of the second year of
a three-year collaborative project. The initiative focuses on introducing self-directed learning
principles to strengthen teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge and skills in the province.

During the visit, the team travelled to
Kimberley, De Aar, Douglas and Upington,
where they engaged with teachers from

four districts. Through practical sessions

and the integration of self-directed learning
approaches, the team supported teachers in
enhancing their pedagogical expertise across
several subjects, including Mathematics,
Natural Sciences, Business Studies, Consumer Studies, Engineering Graphics and Design and
Technology Education.

Alongside the professional engagements, the team also experienced the unique beauty of the
Northern Cape, from its striking landscapes and tranquil sunsets to the warm hospitality of local
communities. The visit not only strengthened professional collaboration but also highlighted the
shared commitment to improving teaching and learning across the region.

Celebrating International Mother Language Day 2026

¢ The Centre for African Language
Teaching (CALT), together with the
Setswana and African Languages
Subject Group, hosted an International
Mother Language Day celebration on
27 February 2026 at the Vanderbijlpark
Campus. The event highlighted the
importance of preserving linguistic
heritage and promoting education in
the mother tongue.
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In his opening remarks, Prof Lloyd Conley, means of communication but as a cornerstone

Executive Dean of the Faculty of Education, of identity, dignity, and transformation, calling

emphasised that mother tongue education for meaningful use of indigenous languages in

plays a critical role in early childhood education and intellectual spaces.

development, forming the foundation for

thinking, learning, creativity, and identity. The event was attended by academics,
students, and language specialists from the

Dr Dolly Dlavane, Director of CALT, reflected Department of Education, and featured vibrant

on the deep connection between language, cultural performances by the River Voices

identity and learning, noting that when Choir and students.

learners are taught in a language they fully
understand, they are better able to reach their The organisers expressed their appreciation

academic potential. to UCDG, Me Rhetha Serfontein and Mr

Jean Viljoen for their support, as well as to
The keynote address was delivered by Mr the organising team representing all three
Julius Dantile, Executive Head of Languages campuses. The programme concluded with
and Acting CEO of the Pan South African closing remarks from Dr Matome Mabiletja,
Language Board (PanSALB). He challenged Subject Group Leader for Setswana and
the audience to view language not only as a African Languages.

NWU Hosts International Ted-SOEP Workshop and
Partners’ Meeting

In October 2025, the NWU Potchefstroom
Campus hosted international partners
participating in the Erasmus+ funded project
Transforming STEM Teacher Education in
South Africa through Self-Directed Open

. Educational Practices (Ted-SOEP).

™ The project aims to strengthen STEM teacher
education through self-directed learning

o (SDL), open educational practices (OEP)

and open educational resources (OER).

The visit formed part of the second
transnational workshop and the

thlrd transnational partners’ meeting, coordinated by NWU under the leadership of

Prof Dorothy Laubscher.
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‘h From 20-24 October, a team from the Polytechnic
+ Institute of Braganca (Portugal) facilitated a

i d-S!P - Er,?:n?u”:.”gti’,:’;;:: . series of interactive workshops on STEM teacher
R education, ethical Al, SDL, and OER/OEP.
Academics from NWU and partner institutions

- including the University of South Africa, the
University of Pretoria, the University of the
Witwatersrand and Sol Plaatje University—participated in the sessions.

Project Number: 101175402

Participants collaborated on designing open educational resources for a shared repository
that will support STEM teachers and student teachers, using innovative approaches such as
hackathons, gamification, and active learning strategies.

The week concluded with the third transnational partners’ meeting (27-28 October),
where representatives from South African institutions and international partners from Italy and
Portugal reviewed project progress and planned the next phase of the collaboration.

For more information about Ted-SOEP and its initiatives, visit www.tedsoep.org.

CELEBRATING RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
IN SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING

The Self-Directed Learning (SDL) community continues to make
teaching and leadership.

al Journal of the University of
ad in the African

Committee and will serve as Chair in 2027,

Prof Anitia Lubbe was honoured with the NUTA Teaching Award and nominated for the Malcolm Niles
Award, with the faculty’s full support.

th the midterm report submitted to the EU in
on 16 February 2026 at NWU to advance STEM

The faculty congratulates all colleagues for their outstanding
contributions that enhance research and teaching in self-directed learning.
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CALT Engages with DBE Officials to Strengthen Literacy
and Mother Tongue Education

The Centre for African Language Teaching (CALT) recently held a strategic engagement with
officials from the Department of Basic Education (DBE) in the Dr Kenneth Kaunda district to
enhance literacy development and mother tongue-based bilingual education.

The meeting brought together district curriculum specialists and CALT representatives,
creating a platform for dialogue on teacher development and classroom support.

Discussions focused on coordinated teacher training and workshops to improve early-grade
literacy and promote learners’ home languages as a foundation for learning.

CALT shared expertise in multilingual pedagogy and research-informed practices,

while district officials highlighted challenges such as gaps in instructional strategies

and ongoing professional support needs.

Both parties agreed that structured, continuous professional development is key.

Plans include collaborative training sessions, co-facilitated workshops, follow-up support visits,
and additional workshops for fourth-year students to strengthen pedagogical and
lesson-planning skills across all phases.

The engagement concluded with optimism that these initiatives will better equip teachers and

To everyone celebrating their birthday
- may your day be filled with joy,
laughter & wonderful memories!

Here's to another year of growth,
happiness & the light you bring
to our faculty.




