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Faculty Recognition Functions
Celebrate Excellence Across Campuses
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During March 2026, the Faculty proudly hosted its Annual Recognition Functions across all
three campuses, reaffirming its commitment to celebrating excellence, dedication and
outstanding achievement.

The prestigious events took place at the following venues:

e 24 March 2026 - Mahikeng Campus at the Protea Hotel

e 26 March 2026 - Potchefstroom Campus at the Roots Lifestyle Centre
e 31 March 2026 - Vanderbijlpark Campus at the Three Rivers Lodge

Each function provided an elegant and memorable occasion, bringing together colleagues,
award recipients and distinguished guests in an atmosphere of celebration and pride.

The programme was enriched by inspiring keynote addresses from the Deputy Vice-

Chancellor for Research, Prof Jeffrey Maphalala, and the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for

Teaching and Learning, Prof Linda du Plessis, whose messages reflected the faculty’s ongoing
commitment to excellence. Continues on next page...
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A standout feature of this year’s events was the exceptional entertainment programme.
Performances by the Brass Echoes Band, the Stage Revolution Band and violist Mr Radi Modise
added a vibrant and sophisticated touch to each evening. Their professionalism and artistry
were greatly appreciated by all in attendance.

The deanery extends its sincere appreciation to everyone who attended and contributed to the
success of these prestigious events. Congratulations are also extended to all award recipients
whose remarkable achievements continue to inspire the broader Faculty community.

Special acknowledgement is given to the FEDU events team for their dedication and tireless
efforts in ensuring the seamless execution of all three functions. Their contribution was
instrumental in making the events a resounding success.

Building on this year’s success, the Faculty looks forward to welcoming even more colleagues
to future Recognition Functions. These occasions remain a highlight on the faculty calendar,
offering not only recognition, but also connection, inspiration, and a shared sense of pride.

All staff members are encouraged to attend and be part of this prestigious celebration in the
coming year.

To relive the memorable moments from each Recognition Function, please view the photo
galleries below:

« Mahikeng Campus Recognition Function Gallery
¢ Potchefstroom Campus Recognition Function Gallery
¢ Vanderbijlpark Campus Recognition Function Gallery



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-w7CHNg7vkt8S-y0FcaMMR8aeLZ32DPW
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nShCkGTcFT2Jrd7HZjdXtxNVDveJNKT8
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Dp_pJoJREizd9SGz1SKBfBDyn8G1MhO6?usp=sharing
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Empowering Consumer Studies Teachers
Through Professional Development

i
SAAFECS

South African Association of
Family Ecology and Consumer Science

PRESENT

CONSUMER STUDIES TEACHER
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION

16 MAY 2026 8AM - 1PM

= Anassisted approach to better deliver the content
‘ on Food & Nutrition

Presented by: Dr Elize Symington

Linking SUSTAINABILITY across topics in the subject- developments in
&N the world of sustainability (Clothing & Textiles, trends in the fashion
‘. ’ industry, Food & Nutrition & Entrepreneurship)

Presented by: Dr Lorna Truter

Real life Business Plan for Consumer Studies when
e securing funding beyond Grade 12
Presented by: Prof Adri Du Toit

in Consumer Studies
Presented by: Dr Jana Vermaas

@ Accommodation of Indigenous Knowledge Systems
{

Careers in Consumer Studies: career pathing
T opportunities beyond Grade 12

Presented by: Prof Adri Du Toit

SESSIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED ON MS TEAMS CLICK ME to
Meeting ID: 59 322 249 057 448 Passcode: ka9Xv2Pb join the session
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On Saturday, 16 May 2026, Prof Adri Du Toit,
in her capacity as President of SAAFECS,
hosted an online Consumer Studies Teacher
Professional Development session.

The initiative came about after the
Department of Basic Education (DBE)
approached her to provide support for
teachers in this important subject area.

Four experts from three universities,
representing four provinces, collaborated to
develop and present the five sessions.

Special appreciation is extended to Dr Elize
Symington (Unisa - Gauteng), Dr Jana Vermaas
(UFS - Free State) and Dr Lorna Christie (Unisa
- Eastern Cape) for the time, expertise and
energy they invested in making the day

a success.

The sessions explored key topics including
indigenous knowledge, sustainable textile
practices, developing business plans after
school and career pathing within

Consumer Studies. More than 220

DBE teachers from all nine provinces across
South Africa, as well as several teachers from
IEB schools, attended the informative and
interactive sessions.

As part of the programme, experts also
developed practical classroom resources to
support teachers in effectively facilitating
these important concepts in Consumer Studies
education. The session was both timely and
well organised, receiving positive feedback
from participants and DBE officials alike.

Planning for future sessions and smaller
webinars aimed at continuing support for
Consumer Studies and Hospitality teachers is
already underway.
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Congratulations to Prof Carisma Nel
on Prestigious National Appointments

Prof Carisma Nel, Research Professor in the School of Languages in
Education, has recently been appointed to the Council on Higher
Education (CHE) panel that will review Initial Teacher Education (ITE)
programmes across 23 universities in South Africa. In addition, she has
also been appointed to serve on the Academy of Science of South Africa
(ASSAf) Humanities Book Awards Selection Panel.

These appointments are a testament to Prof Nel’s expertise,

academic leadership, and valued contribution to the fields of education
and the humanities. The Faculty proudly celebrates this outstanding
achievement and wishes her well in these important national roles.

CHEPD Welcomes Prof Lesley Le Grange
for MEd Block Week Engagements

The Centre for Higher Education Professional Development (CHEPD) welcomed

Prof Lesley Le Grange to present during the Structured MEd in Higher Education Studies 2026
cohort’s first-semester Block Week, held on 15 and 17 April 2026. His presentations focused on
academic writing processes, research planning, and post-schooling education in South Africa.

Prof Le Grange guided students through the three key stages of academic
writing: pre-writing, drafting and editing. He emphasised the importance
of developing ideas, constructing coherent arguments, and refining
written work. Practical strategies such as freewriting, engaging with
academic journals, and mind mapping were highlighted to strengthen
students’ academic writing skills.

The presentations also explored the role of research questions and
hypotheses in shaping academic research. Students were encouraged
to formulate clear, feasible, and relevant research questions that

serve as the “golden thread” connecting all aspects of a research
project. Attention was further given to conducting critical literature
reviews, identifying research gaps, engaging with scholarly debates and
maintaining academic integrity through appropriate citation practices.

Continues on next page...
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In addition, Prof Le Grange addressed

the structure and strategic importance of
post-schooling education and training in South
Africa. Discussions included higher education,
TVET colleges, adult education and occupational
training as part of an integrated system aimed
at improving access, quality, and employability.
Key national frameworks, including the White
Paper for Post-Schooling Education and Training

== (2013) and the National Plan for Post-Schooling

Education and Training (2021-2030),

~ were also highlighted.

The presentations equipped students with valuable tools for academic success while situating
their studies within broader transformation goals in higher education.

A Vibrant Open Day Experience at the Education Campus

On 9 May 2026, the NWU
Potchefstroom Campus hosted a
vibrant and exciting Open Day,
welcoming prospective students from
various schools and communities to explore
the opportunities the university has to offer.
The Education Campus came alive with
enthusiasm, curiosity and positive energy as
learners engaged with staff, explored the
faculty, and gained valuable insight into the
academic pathways available to them.

The Faculty of Education proudly showcased
the diversity, relevance and strength of

its academic programmes through the
participation of various schools and subject
groups. The School of Languages in Education
was represented, with particular focus on the

African Languages in Education subject group.

Their displays highlighted the importance
of preserving, promoting, and teaching
African languages within the South African
educational context.

S o SRS
P

The School of Mathematics, Science and
Technology Education also contributed
creativity and excitement to the event
through engaging displays from Computer
Science Education, Natural Sciences Education,
Geography Education, Technology Education,
and the PGCE programme. These exhibitions
offered prospective students an interactive
glimpse into the dynamic and innovative
nature of teaching and learning within

these fields.

Continues on next page...



Friday Feel-Good News |22 May 2026

The BEd Programme Advising Team was also
present, assisting prospective students and
parents with programme-related guidance
and enquiries. Appreciation is extended to
the programme leaders and coordinators

who delivered presentations and engaged
meaningfully with visitors throughout the day.

The Faculty also acknowledges the valued
presence and support of faculty management,
particularly Dean Prof Conley and Deputy
Deans Profs De Beer and Kaiser, whose :
involvement contributed significantly to the m
success of the event. i P

A special word of thanks goes to the
organising team, Ms Tshidi Tlhagane and
Prof Salomé Romylos, Assigned Function
Programme Manager of the BEd programme,
as well as everyone who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to ensure the smooth
running of the event. Their dedication,
preparation, and commitment helped create
a memorable and successful Open Day
experience for all who attended.

FEDU VC Open Day 2026

The excitement on the crisp Saturday morning was truly tangible as visitors arrived at the
Vanderbijlpark Campus for the FEDU VC Open Day 2026. As the morning mist lifted, the campus
came alive with a vibrant and inspiring atmosphere, with dedicated Faculty of Education staff
enthusiastically preparing exhibition spaces and showcasing their programmes and initiatives.

The Faculty of Education stood out as a hub of innovation, creativity, and excellence. The
exhibition served as a visual celebration of the faculty’s diverse schools, each presenting unique
and engaging displays that reflected the dynamic nature of teacher education at NWU. From
handcrafted puppets and student-created artefacts to fascinating petrified wood displays,
autonomous robots, and interactive QR codes linked to programme and yearbook information,
the exhibits captured the attention and imagination of prospective students and their families.

Continues on next page...
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= Throughout the morning, large numbers
. of prospective students were warmly welcomed and guided
b’ = by an energetic and passionate SRC team.

Inspirational addresses by the deans and directors
highlighted the Faculty of Education’s commitment to
academic excellence, innovation and the preparation

of future-ready educators.

Adding to the vibrant atmosphere was an energetic Amapiano
dance-off between schools and learners, creating a memorable celebration of talent, culture,
and community spirit.

The Open Day was undoubtedly an unforgettable experience, proudly showcasing the
Faculty of Education as a leading force in shaping future educators and inspiring the next
generation of students.

From Young Eagles to Super Teachers of Tomorrow
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The NWU recently hosted Young Eagles Days in Johannesburg and Pretoria as part of its ongoing
efforts to promote study opportunities and connect with prospective students across the
country. These events brought together high-performing learners from schools across Gauteng,
all eager to explore future study pathways and career opportunities.

The Faculty of Education proudly stood out through its vibrant presence and meaningful
engagement with prospective students, teachers, and parents. Through informative discussions
and interactive engagement, the faculty showcased the value and impact of teacher education
while inspiring learners to consider a future in education.

Continues on next page...
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The BEd Programme staff continue to work tirelessly to market the programme beyond the North
West Province, demonstrating exceptional commitment and determination in attracting students
to the faculty. Their willingness to travel, engage with schools, answer questions and provide
guidance reflects a genuine passion for growing the faculty and inspiring future educators from
across the country.

Special appreciation is extended to Ms Tshidi Tlhagane, Mr Boitumelo Gopane, Ms Karabo
Dikoebe, Ms Lorraine Lehihi, Ms Lindiwe Pooe, and Dr Joop Oosthuizen for their dedication,
teamwork, and unwavering commitment in representing the Faculty of Education with pride and
professionalism during these engagements.

Campus Cheer Before Exams: Life Orientation Spreads
Hope and Encouragement

On 18 May 2026, the School of Psychosocial Education’s
Life Orientation team brought warmth, encouragement,
and a splash of purple energy to campus through a special
i exam support initiative. Led by Mrs Nellytia Motaung-

® Montshiwa, together with students and the beloved NWU
"% mascot, Eagi, the team visited various spaces within the

¢ Faculty of Education and across campus to wish students
well as they prepared for the examination season.

The initiative created small but meaningful moments of
~ connection and support. Students received motivational

- bookmarks featuring uplifting quotes, along with pens
and sweets as reminders that they are supported and valued. The team also visited key student
spaces, including the Education Library, where they encouraged students to stay focused,
believe in themselves and approach the exam period one step at a time.

The atmosphere was light-hearted, hopeful, and filled with smiles. Many students stopped to
take photos with Eagi, collect messages of encouragement, and share moments of laughter
before returning to their studies. The activity reflected the caring spirit of Life Orientation,
which seeks to support students academically, emotionally, and socially.

Continues on next page...
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= Sometimes, a kind word, a sweet treat,
=====a useful pen, or an encouraging quote tucked
~ - into a textbook can provide the motivation a
; g student needs to keep going.
~ . Mrs Motaung-Montshiwa and the Life
— Orientation students demonstrated that care
— and encouragement remain an important part

m 3
\.- . s n g of teaching and learning, especially during
- r examination time.
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During teaching practice assessments conducted in schools around East London,

Dr Melese Shula, Lecturer in Education Management and Leadership in the School of Professional
Studies in Education, engaged students in meaningful discussions about their personal teaching
philosophies alongside the normal assessment protocols. These reflective conversations
encouraged students to consider the unique values and approaches that shape them as

future educators.

Many students shared that the discussions opened a new chapter in their understanding of
teaching and helped them reflect more deeply on the kind of teachers they aspire to become.
Following these engagements, students also shared personal reflections and photographs
capturing their teaching journeys.

Several inspiring themes emerged from the conversations.

, based at Hudson Park High School, highlighted the
importance of finding what excites learners in the digital age. He
believes technology can be used as a powerful tool to stimulate curiosity,
creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking by connecting learning to
learners’ everyday experiences.

from Clarendon High School for Girls reflected on

. the value of being a relatable teacher. She emphasised the importance

of creating supportive learning environments where learners feel
understood, respected and comfortable expressing themselves.

Continues on next page...
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Suezan Sophia Thea Mack, who is completing her
teaching practice at Buffalo Flats Primary School,
shared a philosophy centred on “being a child

among children”. She believes effective teaching
happens when educators connect with learners through
curiosity, playfulness, creativity and shared discovery.

For Masithembe Jokani from Lunga Junior

Primary School, teaching is about attentiveness to
learners’ academic, emotional and physical needs.
She highlighted the importance of creating safe and
supportive classroom spaces where learners feel
protected and valued.

Zikhona Lenkalisi, based at Tyali High School,
described her philosophy as being a defender of
social justice. She believes education should promote
fairness, equality, and inclusion while empowering
learners to become compassionate and

responsible citizens.

Lozani Clacher from Selborne College reflected on
teaching with empathy and understanding.

She emphasised the importance of recognising learners’
individual challenges and adapting teaching approaches
to support diverse learning needs.

Zanele Mlungu, based at Buffalo City TVET College,
shared a planning-based teaching philosophy focused
on careful preparation, structured lesson delivery, and
creating clear and supportive learning pathways for
students.

These reflections beautifully illustrate the passion,
thoughtfulness, and commitment that future educators
bring to the teaching profession. Through these
conversations, students were reminded that teaching
is not only about delivering content, but also about
shaping meaningful learning experiences grounded in
care, purpose and connection.
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To everyone celebrating their birthday -
may your special day be filled with joy,
laughter and wonderful memories!

Here's to another year of growth,
happiness and the light you bring to
our faculty. Wishing you a truly blessed
and beautiful year ahead. -

Friday Feel-Good News
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You are invited to contribute to the Friday
Feel-Good News!

Have a story, event, achievement or act
of kindness to share?

Submit it below in Ward format (max 300
words). Minimum of 1 relevant phota



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8YZNsbqDE0unArXAIxuTN2U4rWElPIpPl3dTsg-PyaRUMkVZRERBQ1JFWkVZRE42NkdPM1k0QlJVRi4u&origin=Invitation&channel=0

