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Exceptional International Conference Hosted in the North West Province

The 17th International SAAFECS Conference was hosted at
Mount Amanzi, Hartbeespoort, from 9 to 12 March 2026.
This marked the first time the conference was held in the
North West Province.

What made the event particularly exceptional was the participation of delegates
from more than 20 countries across six continents (Asia, Africa, North America,

South America, Europe, and Oceania)

SAAFECS, the South African Association of Family Ecology and
Consumer Sciences, encompasses a wide range of subfields,
including food and nutrition, consumer issues, education,
clothing and textiles, family and community dynamics impacting
social welfare, design principles, and entrepreneurship.
Internationally recognised disciplines such as Home Economics
and Family Studies are also included.

Prof Du Toit with teachers from the Bojanala District
at Botlhabelo High School, Oukasie, in Brits.

The conference featured academic presentations on

current global research across these fields,
I] expert keynote speakers, two elegant evening functions,

| engaging excursions across the province, and numerous
opportunities for networking with colleagues from other
institutions. A visit to the Potchefstroom Campus of NWU,
as well as to various schools in the Bojanala District in the
North West Province, was also organised.

== Prof Adri du Toit served as the chief organiser and

et Josef De Beer, Dr Aucrey Jones (Barbados) and conference chair, supported by Dr Chanelle Kemp and
Prof Donna Pendergast (Australia). Dr Lorna Truter (UNISA). While the organisation required

significant effort, it proved to be highly rewarding.

¥ Special thanks are

extended to Prof Josef de Beer,
who contributed as a keynote
speaker, highlighting the critical
importance of fostering
indigenous knowledge in
Consumer Sciences.

Some of the gorgeous textile projects that were exhibited as artefacts and evidence of skills development.

Continues on next page...
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The conference also hosted the World Council Meeting of the
International Federation of Home Economics (IFHE), as well
as the Biennial SAAFECS General Meeting. Prof du Toit serves
as the South African Delegate on the IFHE Council and was
re-elected as President of SAAFECS. Dr Kemp was elected as
Administrator for SAAFECS. Both will serve on the Executive
! Committee (EXCO) until 2028.

A ASAAFEDS
Mrs Adéle Human (keynote speaker from
Prof Adri Du Toit and Dr Chanelle Kemp

On behalf of SAAFECS, sincere appreciation is
extended for the financial support provided by
the Offices of the DVC and Corporate Relations
at NWU towards conference expenses.

Generative Al in Education

™ 1 ¥ inaching
practice b increasing rapehy
« Scence, technology, ’

ubjgcts 8
- Lesson planeivs ansd assessment
OECD Teaching snd Learning imerational Survey (TALES) (2008)

« 7% of lowses secondary Seachurs used A Jor their jobs in 2004,
Inchading summarising topics and supporting lesson plareing

Visit the facebook page here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SAAFECS

y SCALE iriiative (2128) more than 5,000
teachars in the LSAY
- Over 40% of educators use Al fools regulrke

The Centre for African Language Teaching w
(CALT) held its inaugural Advisory
Committee meeting on 3 March 2026,
marking an important milestone in the
Centre’s strategic development.

The meeting brought together appointed
members recognised for their expertise

in language education, research and
multilingual practice, reflecting a strong
commitment to advancing language
teaching and learning within the Faculty of
Education (FEDU) and beyond.

The Committee was established to provide A ME R IR O e
strategic guidance, strengthen partnerships and ensure that CALT’s work remains responsive

to both research and the practical realities of language education. Discussions focused on
governance, priorities for the year ahead, and opportunities to expand training, research and
community engagement initiatives.

While the meeting was productive and forward-looking, it also highlighted key challenges.
These included declining student interest in Setswana for education and concerns raised by
the Department of Education regarding the status of Setswana at the University. Findings from
a recent language survey further revealed that isiZulu speakers at the Mafikeng Campus now
outnumber Setswana speakers, a shift that surprised many given the region’s linguistic context.

These developments were viewed as a call to action. The Committee emphasised CALT’s critical
role in revitalising African languages through research, advocacy, curriculum innovation and
professional development. Strengthening mother tongue-based multilingual education and
elevating the status of African languages across academic spaces were identified as

key priorities.

Continues on next page...
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| The meeting affirmed the
_. strategic value of the Advisory
= | Committee and reinforced
— CALT’s mandate to promote
. linguistic equity and excellence. | 4
* Insights gained will guide
future interventions aimed at
advancing African languages,
including Setswana, within the
University and broader educational contexts.

The Committee, chaired by the Director of CALT, includes representatives from the Language
Directorate, School of Languages, PanSALB, academic leadership across campuses and
student representatives.

Mathematics Education Subject Group Celebrates

Dr Annalie Roux’s 25 Years of Service

7 On 5 March 2026, the Mathematics Education Subject Group
' celebrated the remarkable milestone of Dr Annalie Roux’s 25 years
of service. The celebration took place during the lunch break and
brought together members of the subject group, support staff,
2 and the Deputy Director on campus, Prof Van Zyl, who joined in
et recognising this significant achievement.

The informal gathering created a warm and collegial atmosphere,
where colleagues shared refreshments and reflected on Dr Roux’s
N ’.;.L longstanding contributions to the university. During the celebration,
k= members of the subject group expressed their appreciation for

her commitment to teaching and learning, as well as her valuable
research contributions within the field of Mathematics Education.

Over the past twenty-five years, Dr Roux has played a pivotal role in strengthening the
academic work of the Mathematics Education Subject Group and in supporting the development
of many student teachers, as well as Master’s and PhD students. Her dedication, experience,
and passion for the discipline continue to enrich both colleagues and students.

The subject group extends its sincere gratitude to Dr Roux for her outstanding service and
commitment to the university. Her continued dedication to academic excellence remains an
—~P— ] inspiration to the Mathematics Education
13 =17 community at NWU.
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African Languages student camp inspires future educators

Fourth-year Education students from the
Potchefstroom Campus recently participated
in the Setswana and African Languages Student
Camp held at Achterbergh in Krugersdorp.
Guided by the theme “Integrating ethics,
good behaviour and 21st-century skills to
enhance language education in schools,”
the camp brought together students
specialising in Setswana, Sesotho and Sepedi.
It provided a valuable platform for reflection
on professionalism, ethics, and the vital role
teachers play in shaping future generations.

% : i e '?'\L;’I.r-"' RN AT ¥ M-_:‘ (o

Lecturers from the Mafikeng, Potchefstroom
and Vanderbijlpark campuses attended
alongside in-service teachers, who shared
practical classroom experiences.

This engagement offered students the
opportunity to learn from both academic staff
and practising educators.

A highlight of the camp was the keynote
address delivered by the CEO of the South
African Council for Educators (SACE),

Ms Ella Mokgalane. She reminded students
that registration with SACE is mandatory
for all teachers and must remain active
throughout their professional careers.

She also emphasised the importance of
respecting learners’ rights, including their
right to use African languages. In addition,
she encouraged students to embrace
lifelong learning, continuously develop their
professional knowledge and skills, maintain
appropriate professional boundaries and
uphold the highest ethical standards in the
teaching profession.

Beyond the academic programme, the camp
provided opportunities for social engagement
and cultural expression. Students participated
in games and a vibrant Saturday evening
programme featuring drama, traditional
dance and choir performances. The weekend
concluded with a Sunday morning hike,
encouraging reflection, teamwork and
appreciation of the natural surroundings.

Following the success of the Potchefstroom
camp, students from the Mafikeng and Vaal
Triangle campuses will attend their respective
camps in August, continuing the shared
commitment to preparing passionate and
skilled African language educators.

]
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English for Education Service-Learning Cam

S

p 2026

#

Seventeen lecturers, 14 in-service teachers
and 104 pre-service teachers attended

the English for Education Service-Learning
Camp at the Achterberg Conference Centre
in Krugersdorp from 13 to 15 March 2026.
The theme of the project, “Narrowing the
theory-practice gap in English teaching in
secondary schools through critical service
learning,” guided the weekend’s activities
and engagements.

The programme featured
relationship-building activities,
discussions on key issues in English teaching,
and thought-provoking presentations

by in-service teachers. Topics included
essay marking, professionalism, classroom
management, the teaching of language
structures, and literature instruction.

The camp also incorporated team-building
exercises to strengthen collaboration and
peer learning.

The primary aim of the project is to better
prepare pre-service teachers for the
demands of the profession, particularly in
teaching English at secondary school level.
A secondary aim is to support students’
affective development.

The enthusiasm of all participants,
together with the high level of
engagement throughout the weekend,
was truly commendable.
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Strategic partnership drives ICT integration in education

On 5 March 2026, Dr Gordon
Sekano and Dr Mlambo convened

a strategic engagement meeting,
bringing together key stakeholders
from NWU Enterprise,

NWU IT, NWU DBE ICT, the

NWU Community Engagement

(CE) Office, uLearning, as well

as industry partners Vodacom

and Huawei. The purpose of

the meeting was to explore
collaborative opportunities to
strengthen the pedagogical
integration of ICTs in classrooms
as part of an ongoing community
engagement and service-learning initiative.

The discussion was informed by a scoping
review conducted by the project team to
better understand current research and
best practices on the effective use of digital
technologies in teaching and learning.

The review highlighted the importance of
strategic partnerships between universities,
government departments and

private-sector partners to ensure that
technology in classrooms is used not only for
access, but also for meaningful learning and
improved teaching practices.

During the meeting, stakeholders explored
practical ways to contribute to the project,
including infrastructure support,

teacher development, digital platforms

and research collaboration.

A particularly encouraging highlight came from
Vodacom and Huawei, who expressed their
commitment to the initiative by indicating
that they would adopt two schools as part of
the programme.

Bullding Sustainabin Dightal Capacity
s B

el

CURRENT
FUNDING MODEL

Through this partnership,

the companies plan to donate digital devices
and technological resources, helping to create
enabling environments where teachers and
learners can engage meaningfully with ICT in
the classroom.

The meeting concluded on a positive and
forward-looking note, with partners agreeing
to continue refining the collaborative
framework and identifying pilot schools where
the initiative can be implemented. The shared
vision is to ensure that technology integration
is pedagogically driven, sustainable and
responsive to the realities of schools.

This engagement demonstrates how research,
community engagement and industry
partnerships can come together to support
innovation in education.

By working collectively, FEDU and its

partners are taking meaningful steps towards
empowering teachers, supporting learners and
advancing digitally enriched education in the
North West Province.
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FEDU researchers showcase scholarship at
SAERA 2025 Conference

The Faculty of Education concluded 2025 on a

high note, with seven colleagues presenting papers
at the South African Education Research Association
(SAERA) Conference, hosted by the University of
KwaZulu-Natal from 3 to 6 November 2025 at the
Elangeni Hotel in Durban.

The conference brought together esteemed
scholars and academics in the field of education,
providing a valuable platform for engagement,
knowledge exchange and collaboration. In addition
to presenting their research, delegates benefited
from insightful discussions, constructive feedback
and opportunities to establish potential research
partnerships.

The following staff members represented the faculty and contributed to the
conference programme:

Dr Matthews Makhunye - Curriculum studies and curriculum as an assemblage: Responding to
complex global concerns

Dr Michael Marmo - Enhancing learner performance through stakeholder co-determination of
school-based curriculum in South Africa

Mr Prince Ramonyai - Implementing gamification in the teaching and learning of Economic and
Management Sciences: Integration into Accounting

Dr Rosa Madiba - Co-constructing collaborative support provision strategies through the
integration of learner voices and teacher insights

Dr Nothile Kunene - Fostering teachers’ self-directed learning in resource-constrained Grade 8
Mathematics classrooms

Dr Celestine Mayombe - Preparing young people for the future of work through 21st-century
soft skills development: A South African perspective

Prof Martha Matashu - Theoretical perspectives on the capabilities of educational objectives to
align with sustainable development

Participation in conferences such as SAERA continues to strengthen the faculty’s research profile
while contributing to national and international conversations on education.
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When sound becomes expression:
A day of creative discovery with Ha!man

Watch highlights from the workshop Watch highlights from the workshop

On 10 March 2026, the Creative Arts for Education Subject Group hosted
a dynamic workshop that brought students and lecturers together in a
B shared space of musical exploration and creativity.

Organised by Dr Merna Meyer, the “Be in Touch” workshop offered

| breathing exercises, students were guided into a state of attentive calm
- an essential preparation before the musical energy of the
workshop unfolded. With a variety of instruments at hand,
participants moved from playful experimentation to the
creation of layered polyrhythmic and polyphonic soundscapes.
B What initially resembled organised noise gradually evolved into
%4 a rich and resonant collective musical experience.

# One of the most inspiring aspects of the workshop was the

. diversity of responses within the space. Some students
explored rhythm and sound through movement and Dalcroze-
inspired dance, while others translated the music into visual expression
through live sketching. Ha!lman’s mastery of the cello, keyboard and
woodwinds fostered an atmosphere of openness and participation.

¢ By dissolving the traditional student-expert hierarchy, he encouraged

3 cveryone to sing, move and contribute with confidence. The result was
¢ - a supportive environment in which authentic creative freedom could
e flourish, leaving both students and lecturers inspired to pursue further
collaborative experiences.

The workshop demonstrated how embodied, collaborative and
interdisciplinary approaches can enrich teaching and learning.
Students experienced first-hand how music, movement and

visual expression can intersect in meaningful ways - an insight particularly valuable for
future teachers who will design creative and inclusive learning environments. For lecturers,
the session provided inspiration for integrating experiential and arts-based pedagogies

into teacher education, reinforcing the importance of creativity, play and collaboration in
educational practice.

This memorable event would not have been possible without the collective support of our
dedicated colleagues. A heartfelt thank you goes to the Creative Arts lecturers, Linda Hesse and
Lebona Sello, as well as Carmenita Bansen from the English Department. We also extend our
gratitude to Prof Salome Romylos from SLE for her valuable contribution.

Finally, sincere appreciation goes to Dr Merna Meyer for her vision and initiative in organising
such a meaningful and inspiring experience for our students.
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One Team, One Culture: Celebrating unity across campuses

As part of the 2025 Annual Administrative Staff Event, support staff across the faculty received
themed T-shirts bearing the message This initiative was a
collaborative effort between the Office of the Executive Dean and P&C Talent Management and
Organisational Development, aimed at reinforcing a shared sense of identity and unity within
the faculty.

The T-shirts were distributed in February 2026, with staff from all three campuses proudly
embracing the initiative. The message reflects a collective commitment to collaboration,
inclusivity and a strong organisational culture.

A special word of thanks is extended to Prof Lloyd Conley, Executive Dean, for his continued
support and commitment to initiatives that foster unity and strengthen the faculty community.
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Celebrating research excellence at EASA 2026

Dr Kgomotsego Samuel recently had the
privilege of presenting a Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning (SoTL) paper at the EASA 2026
Conference, held in Stellenbosch. Her paper,
titled “An exploration of pre-service teachers’
perceptions of the role of teaching practice

in fostering their Pedagogical Content
Knowledge,” forms part of a broader SoTL
research project.

The project, “Exploring pre-service teachers’
perceptions and experiences of
the role of teaching practice
(TPRAC) in fostering their
pedagogical content knowledge
and development of
self-directed learning
competencies,” is led by

Dr KB Samuel and includes

Dr G Sekano,

Dr A Mutsvangwa,

Dr ML Marumo, Mr IP Ramonyai, = a
Dr M Makunye, Dr T Mokgadi and I

Prof M Matashu. The presentation
sparked meaningful engagement
among delegates,

opening up opportunities for future
research collaboration.

Adding to this achievement,
a postgraduate student, Mr Il Mohajane,
co-supervised by Dr Samuel and
Prof Josef de Beer, also presented
a paper based on his dissertation.
His presentation, titled “Life Sciences
teacher educators’ readiness for
s indigenous knowledge integration

% in initial teacher education,” contributed
to important discussions on curriculum
transformation and knowledge integration.

This is a proud moment for the faculty, =
highlighting both staff and student research
excellence on a national platform.

Dr Oluwasola B. Sasere to represent Faculty of Education
at 2026 BRICS Postgraduate Forum in Brazil

- The Faculty of Education
S at North-West University
proudly congratulates
Dr Oluwasola B. Sasere,
Postdoctoral Research
Fellow, on his nomination
to represent the faculty
at the 2026 BRICS
Postgraduate Forum.
The forum will take
place from 9 to 11 June 2026 at the University of
Campinas, Brazil.

Dr Sasere will represent North-West University
at this prestigious forum, convened by the BRICS
Research Institute in partnership with RUDN
University, Russia, and hosted under the theme
“BRICS and Sustainable Development in a
Multipolar World: Governance, Innovation and
Market Transformation.”

His current postdoctoral research has produced
outputs in Q1 and Q2 journals, open-access

publications, conference proceedings, and
international books. In 2025, he also presented
papers and a research poster at NWU Research
Week. Dr Sasere is hosted by Prof Martha Matashu
in the Research Incubation Hub, where they

are conducting research on “Exploring school
principals’ emotional capital as they navigate
micro-politics within distributed leadership
structures in South African schools.”

Dr Sasere’s participation will not only highlight
his individual scholarship but also strengthen
the Research Incubation Hub and the Faculty of
Education’s visibility in international research
discussions across the Global South. The forum
offers an opportunity to showcase the quality
of research at NWU and deepen the university’s
engagement in cross-border academic dialogue.
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Bafenyi ECCE Project empowers practitioners
with hands-on training

The Bafenyi Early Childhood Education (ECCE)
project, led by Prof Marinda Neethling and

Dr Benita Taylor in collaboration with

Creches for Africa, conducted two weeks of
impactful training sessions from

16-20 February and 23-27 February 2026.
During these sessions, 80 ECCE practitioners
from Ikageng and Promosa gained valuable
skills to support young children’s development.

The training was proudly sponsored by Living
Kids Sport Academy in partnership with

First National Bank.This certified

programme focused on motor development,
equipping practitioners with practical
strategies to enhance children’s physical
growth and coordination.

Each participating centre received a
comprehensive training kit with hands-on
resources, ensuring that the knowledge gained
can be effectively applied in their classrooms.

Setswana and African Languages lecturers plan for 2026

From 27-29 January 2026, lecturers for
Setswana and African languages from all
NWU campuses convened at the Tutuwedzo
Conference Centre, Hartbeespoort Dam,
for their annual strategic planning session.
Over three days, they worked together

to prepare for the 2026 academic year,
developing common assessment plans and
scheduling key teaching and

learning activities.

The collaborative session ensured alignment
across campuses and strengthened the
faculty’s commitment to delivering
high-quality African language education.



