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G20 Provincial Outreach Programme
22-23 May 2025

The North-West University (NWU), The programme was directed by
Potchefstroom Campus, proudly hosted the Mr Clement Manoko, (Executive Director:

G20 Provincial Outreach Programme under Corporate Relations and Marketing).
the national theme “Solidarity, Equality, e

and Sustainability.” Organised in collaboration
with the Department of Higher Education and
Training (DHET), the Vice-Chancellor’s Office,
and the Faculty of Education, the two-day
event brought together government
representatives, academics, and civil society
stakeholders for meaningful dialogue.

Distinguished dignitaries included

Dr Nkosinathi Sishi (Director-General,DHET),
Mr Xolani Khumalo (Chief Director:
International Relations,DHET), and senior NWU
leadership: Prof Linda du Plessis Plessis
(Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Teaching and
Learning), Prof Lloyd Conley (Executive Dean:
FEDU), and Mr Nkosinathi Tom

(Director: Strategic Partnerships).
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Day 1, themed “Educational Professionals
for Solidarity, Equality and Sustainability,”
featured keynote addresses, panel discussions,
and a impactful presentation by

Prof Adri du Toit on youth unemployment.
Key topics included internationalisation in
education, entrepreneurship, and identifying
high-demand occupations, with active audience
participation enriching the discussions.

Day 2 was highly interactive, including a
debate on South Africa’s upcoming G20
Presidency, a G20/SDG quiz led by Prof Byron
Bunt, and stakeholder dialogues involving the
Directorate: International Scholarships and
Youth Employment Services, which highlighted
youth opportunities in a post-G20 context.

The event also hosted a vibrant exhibition of
42 stalls from SETAs, government departments,
and NGOs, offering students valuable resources
and networking opportunities. It concluded
with dynamic cultural performances by The
Mightie and The Ensemble, celebrating the
spirit of collaboration.

The event was a resounding success, thanks to
the collaborative efforts of all stakeholders,
with special appreciation extended to the
Office of the Executive Dean and the dedicated
team who worked tirelessly behind the scenes.
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National Reading Workshop

African Language
Reading Programme.
The initiative, led by
(@ the Department of

J§ Basic Education (DBE)
Ul in partnership with

W the National Education

{ Collaboration Trust
(NECT), brought together
| experts from across
| South Africa to evaluate
successful reading
| programmes such as
PSRIP, SIRP, EGRS, Funda
Wande, and NEEDU.
The aim was to identify
and integrate the most
effective strategies
into a unified national
approach to reading
instruction in African
languages.

Nomsa Mohosho, a
lecturer from the
School for Psycho-
Social Education at the
Vanderbijlpark Campus,
recently played a key
leadership role in
advancing literacy in
African languages by
co-chairing a national
workshop focused on
developing the National

She co-chaired the
workshop alongside
Refiloe Bahumi from the
DBE and was notably
the only academic from
a higher education

institution selected

to fulfil this role. Her
appointment not only
recognised her individual
expertise but also
highlighted the Faculty’s
growing influence in
national education
discourse.

Her contributions,
particularly through

the Sesotho and isiZulu
Reading Project (SIRP),
continue to strengthen
the teaching of reading in
the Bachelor of Education
(BEd) programme and
beyond.

Following the workshop,
she was invited to
participate in the
National Colloquium on
Reading Pedagogy in the
BEd, where she joined
fellow education leaders
to explore strategies for
enhancing the teaching

of reading in African
languages within initial
teacher education.
Discussions focused on
innovative projects and
emerging national policies
aimed at transforming
foundational reading
instruction.

These prestigious
engagements underscore
the Faculty of Education’s
national relevance in
literacy development and
reaffirm its commitment
to preparing future
teachers equipped

to drive educational
transformation in South
Africa.

The Thutopapadi Hola Mmoho Project
(“Through play, together we grow”)

The Thutopapadi Hola Mmoho Project collaborates with Early

Childhood Development (ECD) centres in the Sedibeng East (Vereeniging)
and Ngaka Modiri Molema (Mahikeng) districts. Launched in 2021,

the project aims to support both formal and informal ECD centres by
identifying strengths, challenges, and needs related to play-based
learning. It encourages collaboration among stakeholders to build
capacity, inform training, and develop the skills of practitioners in

this important area.

Project members include: Alcarian Rennie, Ellen Nkwe, Elsabé Wessels
(Mahikeng Campus); Irene Muller, Magda Kloppers (Vanderbijlpark
Campus); Mariette Koen (Potchefstroom Campus); Martie Uys,

Nomsa Mohosho, Pulane Tshabalala, Stef Esterhuizen,

Vernique Diedricks (Vanderbijlpark Campus); five ECD centre managers;

and NWU students from the Mahikeng
and Vanderbijlpark campuses.

In 2025, the project expanded to include a focus on Outdoor Nature Play. In March, Prof Magda Kloppers hosted
an African Grower workshop, demonstrating how to grow vegetables in small outdoor spaces. We are grateful to
African Grower for sponsoring five ECD centres with starter kits. Additional funding from Community Engagement
and Stakeholder Relations: Service-Learning enabled the purchase of seedlings, which were planted by NWU
lecturers, students, and ECD practitioners.
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In May, Dr Irene Muller led a workshop on setting up a
weather station in ECD classrooms to promote scientific
observation skills in preschool learning.

Education students from both campuses participated

in these workshops at the ECD centres as part of their
service-learning experience.

Upcoming activities include a workshop on creating
African Growers using recycled materials (August),

a session on integrating mud kitchens into the ECD
curriculum (October), and a conference presentation
on Outdoor Nature Play (November) by a practitioner,
two students, and five project team members.

The project will continue in 2026, focusing on the

development of practical guidelines informed by

the project’s findings. We extend our sincere thanks

to Community Engagement and Stakeholder Relations:
Service-Learning for their continued support in making
this impactful research possible.

Dr Ramulumo Represents South Africa at RightsCon
Summit in Taipei

r ] ~ @nhumgn Dr Moleboheng Ramulumo was honoured to be invited by the South African Youth
~a s Organisation Forum (SAYOF) to represent South Africa at the prestigious RightsCon
ok Summit held in Taipei, Taiwan, on 27 February 2025. RightsCon is the world’s leading
- { summit focused on human rights in the digital era, attracting over 10,000 participants
=5 and featuring more than 550 sessions. The event serves as a vital platform for discussions

on digital rights, accessibility, and the societal impact of technological advancements.

During a round-table discussion, she shared her personal and professional journey as a
mother of two boys with speech impairments — an experience that deeply informed

o _"» =, ‘== her understanding of the challenges faced by children with speech delays. This insight
] i : inspired her to explore innovative solutions, such as digital educational games designed
? 21 .7 tosupport language development.

7 i Her work revealed that these games not only aid language acquisition but also have

B . significant potential in early STEM education. Her PhD research focuses on how digital

: — games can be used to teach science and mathematics to young children. She emphasised
the importance of self-directed learning, advocating that interactive and exploratory digital experiences are crucial
for sparking children’s curiosity and fostering their independent problem-solving and critical thinking skills.

At the summit, she also discussed how these insights contribute to digital inclusivity and accessibility, highlighting
the need to ensure that all children, regardless of their challenges, have access to educational tools that promote
engaging and meaningful learning experiences.

This opportunity to present at such a prominent global forum reinforced her conviction in the transformative power
of technology in education.
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Ted-SOEP Project Meeting and Workshop Held in Florence, Italy

The Ted-SOEP
(Transforming STEM
Teacher Education in
South Africa through
Self-Directed Open
Educational Practices)
project, funded by

the European Union,
officially launched

its first transnational
meeting on 22-23 May
2025 in Florence, Italy.
This Erasmus+ Capacity
Building initiative, led

by North-West University
under the coordination of
Prof Dorothy Laubscher,
seeks to enhance STEM
teacher education

by integrating Open
Educational Resources
(OERs), Open Educational
Practices (OEPs),

and self-directed learning
into higher education.

The project brings
together a consortium of
universities from South
Africa and Europe.

South African partners
include North-West
University, the University
of South Africa, the
University of Pretoria,
the University of the
Witwatersrand, and

Sol Plaatje University.
European partners

are Pixel (Italy), the
University of Florence
(Italy), and the Instituto
Politécnico de Braganca
(Portugal). During the first
in-person transnational
meeting, partners
engaged in productive
discussions to establish a
shared vision and define
roles and responsibilities.

Following the meeting,
the University of
Florence hosted the first
transnational workshop
from 26-30 May 2025,
which featured hands-on
sessions focused on the
practical application of
OERs and OEPs in STEM
teacher education.

The workshop facilitated
the exchange of best
practices, capacity-
building approaches,
and context-sensitive
implementation
strategies. Participants
were privileged to learn
from esteemed academics
from the University of
Florence, including Prof
Andreas Formiconi,

Prof Maria Ranieri,

and Prof Luigi Barletti,
whose expertise greatly

The Faculty extends its heartfelt congratulations to all

staff members who were awarded their doctoral degrees
during the recent NWU Graduation Ceremonies held
in June 2025. This achievement marks a significant
milestone in their respective academic and

professional journeys.

The Faculty also recognises the invaluable contributions

of all Promoters, Co-Promoters, and Supervisors,

whose guidance and support played a pivotal role in the
success of these graduates. Their dedication to academic

excellence continues to inspire and

shape future scholarship.

enriched the experience.

The North-West University
team in attendance
included project
coordinator Prof Dorothy
Laubscher, alongside

Dr Moleboheng
Ramulumo, Dr Annalie
Roux, Dr Judicial
Sebatana, and Dr Sukie
van Zyl. Other NWU
members contributing to
the project are

Prof Chanelle Bosch,

Dr Donnavan Kruger,
Prof Neal Petersen,

and Dr Gordon Sekano.

For more information
about the Ted-SOEP
project and its initiatives,
please visit
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Prof Johnnie Hay Bids Farewell to NWU

Prof Johnnie Hay, Director of the School for Psycho-Social Education (SPE),
has accepted the position of Dean of Education at the Afrikaans university,
Akademia, effective from June 2025. Colleagues and friends gathered to bid
him farewell at a special function on Friday, 11 April 2025.

Known for his nautical metaphors, Prof Hay was fondly referred to as the
“captain” of the SPE ship. The farewell event embraced this theme, cel-
ebrating his calm, diplomatic leadership and the secure, supportive envi-
ronment he fostered. Prof Lloyd Conley expressed sincere appreciation for
Prof Hay’s unwavering commitment, loyalty, and his eight years of dedicated
leadership.

In addition to this farewell, a separate event was held during a

Faculty Management Committee (FMC) meeting in Potchefstroom, where a
lunch took place at the Roots Lifestyle Centre to formally bid him farewell
from the management team'’s side.

Amore intimate virtual farewell followed on 30 May, where colleagues shared
personal messages in a tribute video. Ms Mumsy Boikanyo honoured him with
a poem, excerpted below:

Not all who sail can lead a crew,

But you our Captain, that’s what you were born to do.
You’ve led us through both sea and sand.

With a true compass of compassion,

You steered this ship.

We wish Prof Johnnie Hay every success and continued fulfilment in his new
role as Dean of Education at Akademia.

SR

FMC farewell
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NWU academic contributes to national conversat

trafficking in persons

Dr Anja Visser, a senior lecturer in Curriculum Studies at the
North-West University, recently participated in a national
panel discussion on KykNet’s Wie’s Nuus?. The episode,

which aired on 7 May 2025, focused on the high-profile

case of Joshlin Smith’s disappearance and explored broader
issues surrounding child vulnerability and trafficking in
persons in South Africa.

Dr. Anja Visser " ; Filmed in Cape Town, the discussion featured key role-players
b : such as Bianca van Aswegen from Missing Children South
* Africa. Dr Visser contributed insights based on her research
in Curriculum Studies, particularly her focus on how education can be used as a preventative tool against
trafficking in persons.

During the segment, Dr Visser elaborated on the meaning of trafficking in persons and indicated that there are
different purposes of trafficking. She highlighted the need to recognise trafficking in persons as a complex,
multifaceted issue that extends beyond the stereotypical image of organised crime networks. She explained that
trafficking often occurs in more localised, less sophisticated ways—frequently within vulnerable communities
where poverty, substance abuse, and unstable household environments increase children’s risk of exploitation.
She also emphasised that any person can be vulnerable to trafficking in persons.

Her participation in Wie’s Nuus? reflects NWU’s ongoing commitment to social impact through research
and public engagement.

Happy Birthday Wishes

To everyone who has celebrated or is still celebrating their birthday!

May your special day be filled with joy, laughter, and

unforgettable memories

Here's to another year of growth, happiness, and success.

We celebrate you and the wonderful light you bring to our faculty




