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G20 Professional Development Seminar: 
From Dialogue to Implementation

The Department of Basic Education (DBE), in partnership with the University of South Africa 
(UNISA), hosted a G20 Professional Development Seminar: From Dialogue to Implementation 
on 12 August 2025 at the Protea OR Tambo Building, UNISA. The seminar brought together 
faculties of education and government stakeholders to engage with the priorities outlined by 
the G20 Education Working Group, namely:
1.	 Quality Foundational Learning
2.	 Mutual Recognition of Qualifications
3.	 Education Professional Development for a Changing World

Drs Anitha Jansen van Vuuren, Susan Greyling and Benita Taylor represented NWU at the 
seminar, engaging specifically with the first priority: The Role of Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE) in Improving the Quality of Foundational Learning. This focus area highlights 
the building blocks of early learning, preschool and the initial years of primary education, 
including literacy, numeracy and socio-emotional development.

During the panel discussion, it was emphasised that the DBE is prioritising birth-to-five education 
as a national imperative. The ECCE sector is expected to receive significant investment in the 
near future to strengthen early childhood care and education in South Africa.

As one of the country’s leading higher education institutions, NWU proudly offers a four-year 
professional bachelor’s qualification in ECCE. This programme addresses the urgent need to 
professionalise and equip educators in this critical sector.

Dr Susan Greyling , Dr Anitha Jansen van Vuuren and Dr Benita Taylor
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The COMBER ECD Subarea continues to demonstrate excellence, thanks to the dedicated people 
who make it possible.

Dr Susan Greyling, the new COMBER ECD Subarea Leader, recently presented a 
paper at the SARAECE webinar on 20 August.

Prof Marinda Neethling, Acting Director for COMBER, is actively engaging with 
researchers from UITTR Chandigarh University, India, to explore collaboration 

opportunities in the field of Inclusive Education.

We are proud of their leadership and contributions in advancing early 
childhood and inclusive education.

On 20 June, lecturers from the subject group Computer 
Science Education contributed to the North-West CAT & IT 
Teacher Development Training, where their presentations 
inspired and challenged teachers with 
fresh perspectives.

Mr Francois Papers captivated a full audience with his 
thought-provoking talk on Reimagining CAT Education 
in the Fifth Industrial Revolution. Prof Chantelle Bosch 
shared valuable insights on Co-Creating OERs in Computer 
Science Education to Foster Intrinsic Motivation, 
leaving teachers energised and motivated. Dr Sukie van 
Zyl concluded the session with an engaging presentation 
on Cognitive Load Theory and the Teaching and Learning 
of Complex Tasks in IT, offering practical strategies for 
managing complex learning in the classroom.

The presentations were very well 
received, with teachers providing 
positive feedback on the relevance 
and impact of the sessions. 

This was a proud moment for the 
subject group, highlighting its vital 
role in shaping the future 
of education.

Computer Science Education lecturers inspire 
CAT & IT teachers

Celebrating Excellence in the COMBER ECD Subarea
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The Inkosi Albert Luthuli Oral History 
Provincial Rounds took place from 1–2 August 
2025 in Palm Swift, Brits. This prestigious 
competition promotes historical knowledge, 
creativity, and critical thinking among 
learners, with topics drawn directly from the 
school curriculum to ensure relevance and 
meaningful engagement.

According to Mr Raymond Mofolo, 
Chief Education Specialist for School 
Enrichment Programmes, the competition 
also develops vital skills such as presentation, 
creativity, interpersonal communication 
and time management.

A panel of expert adjudicators, including 
curriculum specialists, subject advisers, 
officials from the Department of Arts, Culture, 
Sports and Recreation and 

Mr Mojuta Motlhamme, a lecturer in History 
Education at NWU’s School of Commerce 
and Social Studies in Education, assessed the 
learners’ performances.

Mr Motlhamme, invited by the North West Oral 
History Provincial Unit, views his participation 
as an important part of community 
engagement. He hopes to strengthen 
partnerships with the Department of Education 
and the Department of Arts and Culture, 
particularly through collaborative projects 
such as the Oral History Competition and the 
North West Oral History Conference.

Prof Lesley Wood recently led a Brown Bag session on “Ethics for a 
Participatory Paradigm”. She will also be presenting a paper at the 
upcoming EECERA Conference next week, hosted by the Faculty of Arts, 
Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia.

NW Department of Education hosts Inkosi Albert Luthuli 
Oral History Provincial Rounds

Prof Lesley Wood presents on ethics in education

Mr Mojuta Motlhamme and Mr Vuyo Nontahla, 
Subject Education Specialist for History, 

served as part of the expert adjudication panel 
for the Oral History Competition.

Provincial winners of the Oral History Competition, 
who will represent the North West at the National 

Competition from 20–22 August 2025 in East London.



Ms Skyler Pedro, Ms Charlene Engelbrecht, Dr Nothile Kunene, Dr Benita Taylor, Ms Itu Lesabe 
and Ms Pulane Tshabalala have been invited by Inholland University of Applied Sciences to 
participate in a Collaborative Educational Challenge Hackathon in The Hague, Netherlands, 
from 24–28 November 2025.

The week-long event will provide a platform for collaborative learning, knowledge sharing and 
cultural exchange. Participants will work on innovative solutions to educational challenges, 
with a special focus on education, community, inclusivity, study success, and learning.
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Prof Nicholus Mollo, Associate Professor in Education Law in the School of Professional Studies in 
Education at NWU, has been re-elected as Deputy President of the South African Education Law 
Association (SAELA) for another term.

The announcement was made during SAELA’s 29th Annual International Education Law 
Conference, held from 3–6 August 2025 in Wilderness, Western Cape, under the theme 
“Edvolution and the Law: Empowering Change, Embracing the Future.” The conference was 
attended by distinguished guests, including the Minister of Basic Education, Ms Siviwe Gwarube, 
and former Chief Justice of South Africa, Mr Raymond Zondo.

Photo caption: Prof Nicholus Mollo seated alongside former Chief Justice Raymond Zondo at the 
SAELA 29th Annual International Education Law Conference.

Prof Nicholus Mollo re-elected as 
SAELA Deputy President

NWU colleagues invited to Collaborative 
Educational Challenge Hackathon

Prof Nicholus Mollo seated alongside 
former Chief Justice Raymond Zondo at 
the SAELA 29th Annual International 

Education Law Conference.

Colleagues who were invited to participate in the Collaborative Educational Challenge Hackathon 
in The Hague, Netherlands.
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On Friday, 8 August, the Faculty Management Committee gathered to celebrate the remarkable 
career and contributions of Prof Maryna Reyneke. The heartfelt programme, led by Ms Patience 
Moleko, featured warm opening remarks from the Executive Dean, Prof Lloyd Conley and a 
tearful message from the faculty leadership delivered by Acting Deputy Dean for Teaching and 
Learning, Prof Kotie Kaiser.

Tributes highlighted Prof Reyneke’s impact as a scholar, mentor, and colleague. Prof Magda 
Kloppers shared a moving tribute and a beautiful song, while messages from Dr Marike 
Annandale, read by Thembile Gumbi and from former personal assistant Ms Lebohang Molapo, 
reflected on her legacy of care and dedication.

In her farewell address, Prof Reyneke, accompanied by her husband and children, expressed 
gratitude and shared reflections on her journey in education, emphasising her commitment to 
continue contributing beyond her tenure as Deputy Dean for Teaching and Learning.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Acting CHEPD Director, Prof Shan Simmonds, 
marking a memorable and inspiring farewell.

Farewell to Prof Maryna Reyneke
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The NWU Life Orientation Subject Group 
hosted a successful online Life Orientation 
Colloquium on 7 August, bringing together 
academics for a day of dynamic learning and 
collaboration. The event, themed “Thriving in 
the Fast Lane: Life Orientation and Adapting 
to Change”, featured inspiring keynote 
addresses and interactive discussions. 
 
Presenters shared innovative teaching 
approaches, strategies to enhance learner 
engagement, and the importance of real-world 
connections in Life Orientation. 

Participants praised the relevance of the 
topics, the quality of the presentations and 
the networking opportunities. 
 
The colloquium concluded with heartfelt 
gratitude to all involved, highlighting the 
shared commitment to strengthening Life 
Orientation. The day not only showcased 
professional excellence but also reinforced 
the subject’s vital role in preparing learners 
and students for the challenges of an 
ever-changing world.

Ms Skyler Pedro, Prof Mariëtte Koen, and Prof Stef Esterhuizen have 
contributed a chapter to an international publication. 
Their chapter, “Reading Instruction to Promote Sustainable 
Development: A Collaborative Approach in a South African Grade 1 
Classroom”, appears in International Perspectives on Early Childhood 
Education for Sustainability (Vol. 45), edited by Ärlemalm-Hagsér and 
Elliott, and published by Springer, Cham (2025).

The chapter explores innovative approaches to early literacy in 
South Africa, highlighting collaborative methods that support 		

                                       sustainable development in Grade 1 classrooms.
                                      DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-93291-5

Life Orientation Colloquium a Resounding Success

NWU colleagues publish book chapter on 
early childhood education
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We congratulate staff members who were promoted in the recent academic promotions, 
those who earned their BEd, Honours, Master’s, or Doctoral degrees between July and August 
2025, and the Promoters, Co-Promoters, Supervisors and Assistant Promoters whose students 

graduated during this period.

Congratulations to Our Academic Achievers


