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Inaugural lecture of Prof Eunice Ivala 
On 2 September 2025, Prof Eunice Ivala delivered her inaugural 
lecture, titled “Scholarship of teaching and learning: towards holistic 
student success”. The occasion marked both a celebration of her 
promotion to full professor and an opportunity to reflect on her 
impactful contributions to higher education.

Prof Lloyd Conley, executive dean of the Faculty of Education, 
welcomed guests and had the honour of draping Prof Ivala in her 
academic regalia. In his address, he highlighted her academic journey, 

achievements and dedication to advancing teaching and learning.

In her lecture, Prof Ivala explored the 
scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL) 
as a framework for creating intentional 
spaces of reflection, innovation and 
collaboration. She emphasised the role of 
evidence-based practices, inclusive 
pedagogy and technology in shaping 
meaingful learning experiences. 

Prof Johannes Cronje, retired professor of Digital Teaching and Learning at the Cape Peninsula 
University of Technology, delivered a scholarly response, commending Prof Ivala’s transformative 
and student-centred vision. 

“To realise holistic student success, 
we must move beyond content delivery to 

foster environments that support 
students’ academic, emotional and 

social well-being.” 
-Prof Ivala
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Prof Sonia Swanepoel, deputy vice-chancellor for student life, transformation, people and 
culture with the assigned function of the Mahikeng Campus, officially conferred Prof Ival’s 
professorship. In her address, Prof Swanepoel lauded the Faculty of Education for cultivating 
a culture of academic growth and applauded Prof Ivala’s role in shaping the future of 
higher education.

The programme concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks by Prof Josef de Beer, acting director 
of the Research Unit Self-Directed Learning. 

Prof Ivala’s lecture reaffirmed the NWU FEDU’s commitment to excellence, transformation 
and student success – a reminder that true education nurtures not only knowledge, 
but the whole student.
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On 19 August, lecturers from the School of Mathematics, Science and Technology Education 
(SMSTE) participated in an eFundi workshop facilitated by the Centre for Teaching and Learning 
(CTL). The sessions, hosted on both the Mahikeng and Potchefstroom campuses, focused on 
enhancing lecturers’ eFundi sites and supporting their preparation for the transition to the new 
Learning Management System (LMS). 
 
SMSTE extends its sincere appreciation to the CTL facilitators for their valuable guidance. 
The workshops were well-received, and the knowledge and skills gained are expected to 
positively impact teaching and learning.

On 3 September, all three campuses celebrated Literature Day, each with its own unique style. 

At the Mahikeng Campus, students showcased a 
variety of artistic performances, including heartfelt songs, 
moving poetry, and dramatic monologues. 
The winning poetry performance explored the struggles of 
masculinity in contemporary society, offering a meaningful 
reflection following Women’s Month.

 
 

The Potchefstroom Campus hosted interactive games 
such as bingo, scavenger hunts, and charades, 
while students and lecturers enjoyed a competitive 
evening of performances. 

At the Vanderbijlpark Campus, students and staff brought 
stories to life by dressing as book characters, 
sharing memorable quotes, and submitting inspiring 
creative work online. 
 
The celebrations across all campuses highlighted 
the power of imagination, language, and literature, 
underscoring the importance of Literature Day in nurturing 
creativity and expression.

Efundi Workshop

English for Education Celebrates Literature Day
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The Eureka School for Special Learners hosted its annual Sports Day on Friday, 29 August 2025, 
bringing together learners, teachers, and community members for a day of fun, teamwork 
and celebration. The event showcased the talents and abilities of the learners, creating an 
inclusive environment where everyone could participate and enjoy the activities. 
 
Staff from the Department of Education, Vanderbijlpark Campus, generously volunteered their 
time to assist with organising and running the day, ensuring that the programme ran smoothly 
and that learners received encouragement and support throughout. Their involvement not only 
contributed to the event’s success but also demonstrated a strong commitment to inclusivity 
and the empowerment of learners with special needs.

Eureka Sport’s Day 2025 
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Musawenkosi Nyembe, a lecturer in the subject group English for 
Education, is among the first eight lecturers to complete the 
AI for Lecturers course. 
 
The Faculty of Education and the School for Languages in Education 
commend him for this achievement, which required significant 
personal time and effort, and deeply appreciate his commitment to 
professional growth.

On 6 September 2025, Lilla-Ann Adams, 
Senior Administrative Assistant in the 
Research and Innovation Office on the 
Potchefstroom Campus,participated 
as a featuring model in the North 
West Flair Fashion event at deMILKo in 
Potchefstroom.  

Beyond fashion, Lilla’s commitment 
to community upliftment was 

honoured with the Imbokodo Award, which recognises women who 
drive positive change. Guided by her philosophy, “Be unique and 
unapologetically you, always,” she continues to inspire as both a 
model and a role model.

AI course for lecturers

Lilla-Ann Adams on the Runway


