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Aitsa, Afrikaans

On the crisp morning of 20 June 2025, the warm
spirit of community and anticipation filled the
air as Laerskool Mooirivier’s senior choir opened
the centenary celebration of Afrikaans as a
medium of instruction. Their heartfelt
performance set the tone for a day that

would celebrate the language’s significance

in education and culture.

The event, hosted by Ronel van Vuuren,

was a dynamic blend of emotion and
innovation. Prof Kotie Kaiser, the former
Director of the School for Languages in
Education, welcomed attendees with a moving
address, emphasising the privilege of marking
Afrikaans’s 100 years as a teaching tool.
Duncan Ruiters, a lecturer from the Faculty

of Education, followed with a humorous
icebreaker that brought the audience together
in shared laughter.

Prof Wannie Carstens’ keynote,

“Let’s Give Afrikaans Wings!”, highlighted the
historical importance of the language and its
role in shaping identity and community.

This was followed by Prof Elma Marais,

who used LEGO 6Bricks® to showcase the
power of playful, creative learning methods

to enhance language education.

Attendees were then treated to a

networking break, before Marlie Coetzee from
VivA shared the organisation’s efforts to support
and innovate Afrikaans education, including a
demonstration of VivA’s digital tools by Nadine
Fouché-Karsten.

A traditional lunch of bobotie and malva
pudding allowed guests to connect further,
before Ronel van Vuuren wrapped up the day
with a heartfelt thank you. The event ended on
a high note, as Deon Meiring’s performance of
“Verrassingspoeding” brought joy and a sense
of unity to all present.

The celebration not only acknowledged
Afrikaans’ academic legacy but also
highlighted the power of creativity and
collaboration in advancing language education.
It left everyone with a renewed sense of pride
and purpose in preserving and growing the
language for future generations.

“To use your own
language to its full
benefit is a greater
art than to learn
seven foreign
languages-”
- Langenhoven

Prof WAM Carstens (keynote speaker),
Ronel van Vuuren (event organiser),
Nadine Fouché-Karsten and

Marlie Coetzee (VivA),

with two attending teachers.
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Mrs Danél Kruger Attends Inaugural Policy Dialogue on
Entrepreneurship Education

Mrs Danél Kruger was invited by ECubed to attend
the Policy Dialogue on Entrepreneurship Education
in Schools, held from 9-11 June 2025. This inaugural
event, in collaboration with the Department of
Basic Education (DBE), brought together over
250 participants from government, civil society,
academia, and the private sector, to discuss ways
to empower young people through entrepreneurship
education.

The first day saw key addresses from Minister of

Basic Education Siviwe Gwarube and EU Ambassador

Sandra Kramer’ both emphaSiSing the importance Mrs Kruger with two colleagues from DHET, Ms Sonnika Lundt
of entrepreneurship in fostering resilience and and Ms Silindile Shabalala.
innovation among South Africa’s youth. Minister

Gwarube recognised entrepreneurship as a vital tool

for inclusive growth, with the DBE’s reforms, such

as the E3 programme and the Three Streams Model,

positioned as key enablers of this vision.

The following days featured interactive dialogues,
focusing on the integration of knowledge, skills, and

values in entrepreneurial learning, as well as the Mrs Kruger with Ms Julie Williamson,
importance of reimagining assessments and creating Partnerships Lead at ECubed.
supportive environments for both teachers and

learners.

Delegates were also introduced to TeacherConnect,
a digital platform that supports over a million users,
offering tools and training in entrepreneurship,
wellbeing, and 21st-century learning. Colleagues
are encouraged to join the platform and share the
resources with their students.

Click here to access TeacherConnect.

For more on the event’s key themes and insights, LEGO was used as a catalyst for
view the graphic harvest here.

generative dialogues.
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Staff Promotions and Academic Achievements
(January - June 2025)

We are pleased to recognise the following staff members for their recent promotions,
as well as those who have achieved academic milestones between January and June 2025.
This includes staff who obtained their BEd, Honours, Master’s, or Doctoral degrees during

this period.

Additionally, we celebrate our Promoters, Co-Promoters, Supervisors, and Assistant Promoters
whose students successfully graduated within the faculty. Their guidance and dedication have
been instrumental in fostering academic excellence.

We extend our congratulations to all on their continued success and contributions to

the faculty.

Academic Promotions:
Senior Lecturer
Dr Marike Annandale
Dr Patheka Jama
Dr Albert Kemp
Dr Kgale Mampane
Dr Rachel Mayimele
Dr Rochelle Marais-Botha
Dr Alviné Petzer
Dr Matthys Uys

Master’s degree
Mr Hopolang Khanye

Doctoral Degrees
Dr Florence Coertzen
Dr Effiness Kamanga

Dr Janet Kruger

Promoters, Co-Promoters,
Supervisors, and Assistant
Promoters
PhD’s
Prof CS Botha
Prof ZL De Beer
Prof S Esterhuizen
Prof J Heystek
Prof K Kaiser
Prof MP Koen
Prof A Lubbe
Prof LM Marais

Dr R Marais-Botha
Prof EK Niemczyk
Prof JA Rens
Prof EM Reyneke
Prof CP Van Der Vyver
Prof LA Wood
Dr JG Louw
Dr JW Van Rooyen
Miss PP Matu

MEd’s
Prof AJ Botha
Prof CS Botha
Prof JJJ De Beer
Prof D Du Toit
Prof C Du Toit-Brits
Prof MP Fuller
Prof BW Geduld
Prof A Golightly
Prof K Kaiser
Prof MM Kloppers
Prof TJ Makhalemele
Prof MJ Malindi
Prof M Matashu
Prof NT Mollo
Prof MM Neethling
Prof JP Rossouw
Prof MC Van Jaarsveld
Prof GP Van Tonder
Dr M Annandale
Dr JH Blignaut

Dr FDG Dlavane
Dr E Fouché
Dr C Jurgens
Dr C Kemp
Dr NT Kunene
Dr DJD Kruger
Dr P Lunga
Dr A Petzer
Dr A Roux
Dr KB Samuel
Dr C Twine
Dr N Van Der Merwe
Dr W Van Der Merwe
Mr JE Kok
Mr DP Olivier
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Lilla-Ann Adams Shines with 16 Awards and
Elite Model Title at JannyDjan Academy

On Saturday, 28 June 2025, Lilla-Ann Adams was
honoured at the JannyDjan Academy Rewards Event,
where she received an impressive sixteen awards.
These accolades ranged from her contributions as
the Mature Runway Model for Face of Potchefstroom
2023/2024, including hosting sports clinics for
children, organising a breast cancer awareness day,
and promoting “learning while having fun.”

Lilla-Ann also received the award for Best in Public
Speaking and recognition for her collaboration with
MASA (the largest South African Karate Association).
The pinnacle of her achievements was being named
the Elite Model for 2025.

Your success, Lilla-Ann, is nothing short of inspiring.
As a Queen from Potchefstroom, North West,

you have shown that with perseverance and passion,
it is never too late to pursue your dreams.

This recognition is well-deserved!




