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FEDU Mahikeng Campus Celebrates Mandela Day
In celebration of Mandela Day, the Faculty of 
Education (FEDU) at the North-West 
University’s Mahikeng Campus successfully 
handed over a revitalised learning space to 
GJ Podile Primary School in Ramosadi village 
on Friday, 18 July 2025. This meaningful 
community engagement initiative was aimed 
at honouring the legacy of Nelson Mandela while 
supporting Foundation Phase learners.

The week leading up to the handover was filled 
with purposeful activity, with both staff and 
students volunteering their time to transform 
five mobile classrooms — both inside and out.

Preparation began on Monday, 14 July, 
with surface sanding and cleaning of the 
classrooms and surrounding area. Inside, 
volunteers laminated colourful pictures 
to brighten the classroom walls.

On Tuesday, 15 July, the painting process 
commenced, starting with an oil-based primer 
on the exteriors, followed by layers of acrylic 
paint. Simultaneously, thorough interior 
cleaning was conducted.

By Wednesday, 16 July, decorative details 
were added to the exterior, and work began 
on revamping the school’s entrance garden, 
completed over two days. Inside, old paint 
tins were repurposed into labelled 
classroom organisers.

Thursday, 17 July, saw the final touches 
on painting and gardening, with remaining 
interior tasks completed in preparation for 
the next day’s handover.

The handover on Friday, 18 July, was a joyful 
celebration. Dr Wessels presented a ten-
minute interactive session demonstrating a 
vibrant Grade R classroom, while NWU’s 
marketing team — joined by Eagi the mascot — 
brought energy and fun to the day. Prof Matashu 
delivered a keynote address on “Honouring the 
Legacy of Nelson Mandela & Celebrating 
Teachers’ Work.”

Heartfelt thanks go to all FEDU staff and 
students who contributed to making this 
Mandela Day project such a rewarding success.
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On Thursday, 31 July, the Faculty honoured Prof Mariette Koen with a heartfelt farewell 
celebration at the Roots Lifestyle Centre in Potchefstroom. The programme, led with warmth 
by Ms Patience Moleko, featured tributes from colleagues and students that spoke volumes of 
Prof Koen’s gentle nature and unwavering kindness.

Prof Lloyd Conley (Executive Dean) welcomed attendees, followed by a message from Prof CP 
van der Vyver (School Director). Tributes by colleagues Hantie Theron and Mmaphadi Motholo, 
as well as PhD student Ms Marijke Benson, all echoed a shared sentiment: Prof Koen embodies 
the qualities of the Proverbs 31 woman — wise, gracious, and deeply committed to the 
wellbeing of others.

In her reflections and farewell address, Prof Koen expressed gratitude for the journey shared 
with the Faculty. Prof Johan Botha (Acting Deputy Dean) closed the programme with a sincere 
vote of thanks.

Sincere appreciation is extended to the team in the Executive Dean’s office for their dedication 
in organising and coordinating such a meaningful and well-executed event.

Prof Koen leaves behind a legacy of compassion, dedication, and grace. We wish her continued 
joy and fulfilment in the new chapter ahead.

Farewell to Prof Mariette Koen
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To celebrate Nelson Mandela Day, the Green Team came together with Laureus Men’s residence 
and Oosterhof Ladies’ residence to clean up Cachet Park. The clean-up was done to enable 
members of the student community, through creating an opportunity for them to have a direct 
impact on their immediate environment. The Green Team also wanted to create a cleaner space 
for students. The clean-up was open to all students, and we were joined by students outside of 
the Green Team and the two residences. The Green Team donated gloves and black bags for the 
clean-up.

The Green team is a faculty initiative and resides in the SMSTE. It started more than a decade 
ago by the late Dr Schaalk Raath and prof Luiza De Souza. 
The current guardian is Mr A Fransman and the chairperson, Laura Kruger.

If you would like to get involved, please contact Mr Fransman, to “heal the world and make it a 
better place for you and for me and the entire human race”-MJ.

Nelson Mandela Day clean-up


