
Conference Attendance, 27 September 2017 

Edu-Lead 

Education Leadership 

ACADEMICAL DISCUSSIONS: ELAD 

Prof Jan Heystek; Edmore Mutekwe; Dr CP Van der Vyver; Jan Khumalo; Sipho 

Kwatubana; Herman Van Vuuren; Leentjie Van Jaarsveld. Visitor: Dr Rachel Mayimele 

Reporting back about conferences and the gaps/ opportunities that we have noticed 

there along with some themes/ issues that we have noticed of what is happening in 

the field out there. 

EMASA: 

Dr Herman Van Vuuren was approached to become one of the EMASA committee 

members representing the North West University. They want to strengthen the link 

with the universities, between academics and practitioners. They want to broaden their 

member base. At this stage UP, UKZN, UNISA and now NWU as well. They want the 

academics to comment on all the draft documents that the government is posting. The 

want to have an influence in the politics. A lot of new initiatives/ developments are 

coming soon to EMASA as they want to link up with the CCMA and want to get a 

accredited EMASA journal etc. Dr vd Vyver also attended this conference and his 

remarks were that the conference was well organized but they did not keep to the time 

and he had to present about an hour and a half later only. Which is not ideal. Key 

notes addressed: he enjoyed to listen to: Mary Metcalf. Based on the different quintiles 

of schools and the dropout rates. Local conference where you will possibly hear the 

most papers presented on Educational Management. Main themes: Big focus on 

change and the management of the change. Quality education (two main focusses), 

some focus on partnerships. Lesser extent, use of ICT.  

Dr v Vuuren gave a consideration for the future: Maybe inviting EMASA to a part of 

the NWU, there will be a colloquium/ seminar in the coming year  

 

ECER (European conference for educational research; Copenhagen) 



Dr van Jaarsveld attended this conference and describes that it was a much bigger 

conference than Belmas (British educational leadership, management and 

administration society), similar in type but much bigger. The shortage was that it was 

all focussed on European context. Prof Heystek have been attending these 

conferences for 5 or 6 years, about 3000 people attending and more than 100 papers 

being submitted in that conference specifically for education management. Dr van 

Jaarsveld also pointed out that presenters were very supportive, not criticizing. They 

just ask very good questions. Very positive conference to help you develop as 

researcher. 

 

ICSS (International Conference on Social Sciences) 

Dr Kwatubana attended the 8th ICSS conference that was organised by the Faculty of 

Economic Sciences (Vaal) and Social Sciences Research Society (Turkey). It was an 

inter-disciplinary type of a conference. About 159 papers were presented in two days, 

only 15 papers were for the research in education and about 5 or 6 for education 

management. Presenters had an opportunity of submitting full papers in 4 accredited 

journals (some in the DHET and others in the IBSS lists) after the conference and this 

was what attracted me to this conference. Dr Kwatubana also attended SASE (South 

African society for education) in Botswana, there were quite a number of papers on 

Education Management, and she enjoyed it so much that she wilI attend it next year 

again!  

 

ICET (International Council on Education for Teaching) 

Prof Mutekwe attended the 61st International Council on Education for Teaching (ICET 

world Assembly) in the Czech Republic, Europe from 26 to 30 June 2017. ICET World 

Assembly is a multi-disciplinary conference held annually in the different continents. 

In 2018 they will hold the conference in the USA in Texas. Prof Mutekwe shared some 

insight towards ICET: as a concept it began during an international teacher congress 

held in August in Copenhagen in 1952. Key events during the congress included the 

formation of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession 

(WCOPT) and a commitment to form a group to prepare summary reports of opinions 



and current practices with regard to selected topics including Education for Teaching. 

In 1953, a small group of teacher educators attending the WCOTP Assembly in 

London, formed the International Council on Education for Teaching (ICET). Over the 

next five years the group continued to meet during WCOTP Assemblies. Dr. William 

J. Haggerty, president of the State University of New York at New Paltz, was elected 

President of the organization for a three-year term in 1958. Haggerty described the 

purpose of ICET in 1961 as bringing persons interested in teacher education together 

and to publish material about the way teachers are prepared in different parts of the 

world. How is ICET connected to the American Association for the Colleges of Teacher 

Education (AACTE) and the Universities Council for the Education of Teachers 

(UCET)? During 2015 ICET and the AACTE committed to re-energizing a relationship 

that began in 1968. During the ICET World Assembly in Dublin newly elected 

President David J. Johnston, from the University of London, reported at the World 

Assembly in Dublin that generous financial assistance from AACTE provided the 

opportunity to create a permanent ICET secretariat at the offices of the AACTE in 

Washington DC. The move to Washington prompted the establishment of a Board of 

Directors lead by Edward C. Pomeroy from AACTE.  Following an agreement between 

ICET and the Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) in 2004, ICET 

began presenting a session at UCET’s Annual Conference in November 2005. The 

following year in Brazil James Noble-Rogers, Executive Director of UCET, joined the 

ICET Board and began the tradition of presenting a UCET session at the World 

Assembly in Brazil. Since then both ICET and UCET have met annually during our 

World Assembly to exchange information and discuss issues and trends in education. 

In 2017, it was held in Brno in the Czech Republic. The ICET World Assembly will be 

held in Texas, USA in the year 2018 and at the university of Johannesburg in 2019. 

 

ECER (European conference for educational research - Copenhagen) and ILS 

(International leadership symposium - Zug Switzerland) 

Prof Heystek went to a conference in Europe and identified some of the themes of 

issues that we can pick up. Concepts of management only mentioned 9 times but the 

name leadership was used more than 100 time. Development mentioned 9 times and 

improvement about 20 times. Context is important. A few concepts only mentioned a 



few times, people from all around the world. What we can setup for members to learn 

about the different information about the conferences. Prof Heystek also attended a 

management and leadership conference in Zug. Leadership was by far the most 

dominated concept. About 60/70 papers in the English leg with about 1000 members 

attending. Only every second year, linked with Professor Huber.  

 

Prof Heystek pointed out that we already have at least two local conferences in South 

Africa focussing on leadership and management: SAERA and EMASA, we should 

encourage our members to attend these two conferences at least one or two of us 

attending one or more of these conferences to have a footprint as Edu-Lead to share 

our knowledge as well. 


